
  

“No matter who you are,  
No matter where you are on life’s journey,  
You are welcome here.” 

Sunday, March 31, 2024 

Easter Sunday 
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Welcome to Worship 

at St. Paul UCC 
March 31 ~ 9:00 am 

Easter Sunday 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC      Intrade, by Johann Pezel  
            Patiencia, by Anthony Holborne  
          Easter Brass Ensemble 
 
WELCOME               Rev. Michelle Torigian 
 

PRELUDE                                        Fanfare        
        Tony Hewitt-Jones 
 

OPENING PRAYER (unison) 
Divine Dawn of Redemption, as the tomb has opened, we peer into the future. Like in 

the garden long ago, so much around is still unknown. Yet you have refilled our souls 

with hope. Even when fear lingers, your peace-filled spirit surrounds us, bringing us 

the confidence to continue to move forward. May we embrace this new era of 

resurrection with steadfast faith, even when anxiety and amazement disorient us. 

Amen.  
 

*OPENING HYMN         Christ the Lord is Risen Today            (see next page) 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 

Senior Pastor……………….……………………………………..……Rev. Michelle Torigian 
Director of Music …………………………………….………………..……..Tristan Frampton  
Organist ………..…………….….....…………….…..…………..…….……...…Kevin Chunko  
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....…………….…………..….….……..Roger Relfe 

 

 

Please make sure to sign the  
Pew Pads found on the end of 

each pew.  And please let us know 
if your address, phone number, 

and email have changed! 
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*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE 
O God, we are alarmed that you would choose to appear to us. We can 
understand that you might appear to disciples -- those that went with Jesus to 
do good and heal the oppressed. Surely, there are more talented people, more 
prayerful people, more intelligent people, more faithful people than we are. But 
today, O God, we remember that you come to us all.  You come to the strong 
and the ill, the rich and the poor, the proud and the humble. You appear to us 
again and again to remind us what we have forgotten. Forgive us, O God, for 
our alarm. Forgive us, O God, for not believing in ourselves.  Forgive us for not 
believing in your presence.  Appear to us now so that we might be resurrected 
with your love. Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
God appeared long ago to the faithful. God appears now to doubters. God will 
appear to seekers. God appeared and is appearing because God shows no 
partiality because God so loves this world and God so loves you.  Amen.  
Alleluia! 

 

A MESSAGE FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART   Pastor Michelle 
 

ANTHEM         Hallelujah Chorus, by Georg Frideric Handel  
                        Sanctuary Choir 

  

SCRIPTURE                 John 20:1-18 
 

SERMON                    The Good News   Pastor Michelle 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
 

REFLECTION ON GIVING 
When you’re not sure what to believe, when you cannot fully believe what you 
have seen, God appears. Let us reach out to our God. Let us open our hearts. Let 
us give our gifts.  
 

Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.  Liturgy written by Rev. Elsa Cook 
for UCC Worship Ways and Rev. Michelle L. Torigian.  Benediction from UCC Book of Worship.   
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COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC     
 

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON) 

God of seekers and doubters, bless these gifts so that the world may know that you 
are always appearing. Bless our hands so that your love might appear in the work we 
share. Amen.  
 

*CLOSING HYMN           Lift High the Cross 
           Tune: CRUCIFER    (See page 6) 
       
*COMMISSIONING 
As we enter a world where resurrection is possible, may God nudge us forward when 
the unknown is overwhelming.  May God empower us when anxiety and amazement 
seize our spirits.  May God allow our trembling voices to share Alleluias with a 
hurting world.  May God open our hearts to our neighbors yearning for rebirth and 
allow us to see the empty tomb in each season of our lives.  Amen. 
 

*BENEDICTION 
May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious 
to you. May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace. Amen!  
 

POSTLUDE       All Glory, Laud and Honor, by Melchior Taschner  
            Lead On, O King Eternal, by Henry T. Smart  
        Easter Brass Ensemble  
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In 1842, a donation of three dollars and twenty-five centers was given to the church. It 
was ear-marked for a specific purchase.  What was bought with the money? 

Archives Artifacts ~ St. Paul trivia from the desk of Roger Henke 

For Your Prayers 

ANSWER: School books. 

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 

Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 
Debbie McIntyre, 

daughter of Arline 
Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Laura (Phillips) Howie  

Alec Zaber 

Hector Rivera 

Betty Rieso 

Linda Minton 

Larry Walton 

Wayne Caughman 
Tim Ritter Jr., son of 

Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Jerry Hough 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Cheryl Cooper 

Debbie Price 

Roger Relfe 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  
618-233-3303. 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

