
  

“No matter who you are,  
No matter where you are      
on life’s journey,  
You are welcome here.” 

Sunday, April 14, 2024 
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Welcome to Worship 

at St. Paul UCC 
 April 14, 2024   9:00 am 
 Third Sunday after Easter 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME                   
 
PRELUDE               Praise, My Soul, The King of Heaven      
           Christa Rakich  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP    
One: Let us fill our hearts and minds with hope as we hear the Words of Jesus 
Christ. 
All: “Peace be with you.” 
One: When peace and justice seem uncertain, let us hear anew the Words of Jesus 
Christ. 
All: “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?” 
One: Let us be comforted by the presence of Christ, whose love, and light dwells 
within us. 
All: Let our lives be witnesses of these things. 
One: Help us to be instruments of Christ’s peace to all in need of God’s healing 
love. 
 
INVOCATION (UNISON) 
Risen Christ, create in us a clean heart so that we can meditate in your 
peace; abide in your mercy; be filled with your justice; and be made new by 
your love. In your name, we pray. Amen. 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Senior Pastor………………………………………..……….…………...Rev. Michelle Torigian 

 Music Director ……………..…………….….....…………….…………….Dr. Tristan Frampton 

 Organist……………………………………………………………………………...Kevin Chunko 

 Liturgist ….……………..…………….….....……………..……………..………Stephenie Bauza 

Guest Preacher……………………….………………………………...….…..J. Frederick Accola  
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*OPENING HYMN   
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION (UNISON) 
Loving God, in your infinite wisdom, we are glad that you make all things 
new. Where there is hate, show your love. Where there is war, bring your 
peace. Where there is despair, bring your hope. Where there is fear, bring 
your understanding. Where there is scarcity, bring your abundance. Where 
there is systemic oppression, bring equal justice for all. By your perfect 
grace and mercy, make us new. May it be so. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Loving God, thank you for the assurance of your grace. You grant us all your 
peace. Help us to trust in your peace, especially in times of conflict. Believing 
you will bring peace in our hearts, and to all the earth. Guiding us, so that all may 
come to know Jesus Christ, who is our Prince of Peace. In his name, we pray. 
Amen. 
 
ANTHEM                   Let the People Praise, by Allen Pote   
                           Sanctuary Choir  
 
SCRIPTURE            Psalm 103:1-12   &   Ephesians 2:4-10  
 
SERMON                          J. Frederick Accola  
 
HYMN        Guide Me, O My Great Redeemer                (See page 7) 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

    Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
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REFLECTION ON GIVING             
One: All are invited to give joyously to the church that bears witness to Christ’s 
love. 
All: Let us give with a joyful heart. 
One: God’s loving generous love has given us every good and gracious gift. 
All: We offer our gratitude for God’s abundant blessings in our lives. 
One: Now, let us be a blessing to others in the ways that God has faithfully and 
generously blessed us. 
 
COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
       
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know; 
Praise Spirit, with us evermore; 
One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 
*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON) 

Let us remember that weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes early 
in the morning. May these gifts of blessing be a sign of the love, light, and 
glory of our redeeming God who has created a world of abundance with all 
that we need. May we remain thankful witnesses to your generosity, O God, 
as we dedicate these offerings to you and your beloved creation.  
 

*CLOSING HYMN      Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     (See page 8) 

 

*COMMISSIONING  

Living God, we are witnesses to your love and light. Your peace is seen in the 
dawning of each new day. Your equal justice bears witness in the interconnected 
universe that you have created. Faithful God, help us to feel the warmth of your 
loving light in the cooler moments of life. As we leave this worship service, let us 
go back into the world renewed as instruments of your loving peace and justice 
for all. May it be so. Amen.  
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*BENEDICTION   

 May God bless you and keep you.  

 May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  

 May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace.  Amen! 

 
POSTLUDE                                Prelude in C   
      J.S. Bach       

Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.  Liturgy written by Rev. Dr. Sheila 
Harvey for UCC Worship Ways 
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Flowers, Music and Bulletin 

sponsorships are available! 

Our sponsorships are a lovely 

way to honor the memory or 

achievement of your loved 

one.  You can call the church 

office, or there is a sign up 

sheet outside the office hang-

ing on the bulletin board.   

The sponsorship cost is $35.00. 

Senior Pickle Ball  
 

Mondays & Wednesdays  

@ 9-11am,  

Fridays 9:15-11:15 
Beginners Wednesdays  

@ 11:30 

St Paul UCC  

ACTIVITY CENTER  
 
 

St. Clair County  

Office on Aging:   

618-234-4410 ext. 7034  
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In 1867, the church pastor was permitted to use church lot for a specific purpose. 
What was it? 

Archives Artifacts ~ St. Paul trivia from the desk of Roger Henke 

ANSWER: A vegetable garden.  

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 

 Upcoming Events 

Church Council meeting-3rd Thursday @ 6pm 

Community Dinner-every Tuesday @ 5pm 

Culinaires Breakfast-every 3rd Sunday 

Finance Meeting-every 2nd Tuesday @ 5pm 

Mats for Community-3rd Tuesday @ 1pm 

Mission Meeting-2nd Sunday after service 

Personnel Meeting-2nd Thursday @ 7pm 

Quilters-every Tuesday @ 9am 

Seekers Adult Bible Study –Tuesdays @ 10am  

Shufflers-2nd Tuesday of the month @ 12pm 

Wednesdays-Bells (6pm) & Choir (7:15pm) 

With You group-1st Wednesday @ 1pm 

Women’s Guild-3rd Wednesday @ 1pm  

For Your Prayers 

Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 
Debbie McIntyre, 

daughter of Arline 
Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Laura (Phillips) Howie  

Alec Zaber 

Hector Rivera 

Betty Rieso 

Linda Minton 

Larry Walton 

Wayne Caughman 
Tim Ritter Jr., son of 

Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Jerry Hough 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Cheryl Cooper 

Debbie Price 

Gaye Bettis 

Christopher Mitchell 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  

618-233-3303   stpaulucc.org 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

