
  

“No matter who you are,  
No matter where you are      
on life’s journey,  
You are welcome here.” 

Sunday, January 21, 2024 



2 

Welcome to Worship 

at St. Paul UCC 
 January 21, 2024   9:00 am 
 Third Sunday after Epiphany 

 

WELCOME                   
 
PRELUDE                      Allegro moderato (op. 65, no. 3) 
          Felix Mendelssohn 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  (Inspired by Psalm 62) 
One: Everlasting God, our souls wait for you. 
Many: You are our Mighty Rock. We will not be shaken. 
One: Everlasting God, our souls wait for you. 
Many: You are our hope. We place our trust in you. 
One: Everlasting God, our souls wait for you. 
Many: You are our refuge. We rest in your abiding love. 
 
INVOCATION (UNISON) 
God of Many Seasons, we enter into your presence with joy and thanksgiving. 
We acknowledge all the ways that you meet us as we gather in your name. May 
our songs and prayers be a sweet sound in your ears. May we demonstrate our 
trust in you through both praise and lament. May our hearts yearn, our spirits 
stir, and our souls wait in holy hope and expectation. Amen. 
 
 

 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 

 Senior Pastor………………………………………..……….…………...Rev. Michelle Torigian 

 Music Director ……………..…………….….....…………….…………….Dr. Tristan Frampton 

 Organist…………………………………………………………………………...…Kevin Chunko  

 Liturgist ….……………..…………….….....……………..………………………….Karen Keuss 
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*OPENING HYMN       
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION (UNISON) 
Holy One, we can be so impatient. We have become used to instant 
gratification and have forgotten the holiness of the waiting. Help us to rest in 
your timing. Encourage us to persevere through struggles and storms. Reveal 
the unfolding of your Realm before our eyes and empower us to be agents of 
transformation in the world as you infuse us with new life. Amen.  
 
*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Beloved ones, while we wait, we have grace to love fully, pursue liberty, and seek 
a just world. The Holy One has given us the blueprint and invitation to the path of 
new life. Follow Jesus with grace and in understanding. 
   
ANTHEM         Ain’-a That Good News! 
       by William Dawson           
          Sanctuary Choir  
          
SCRIPTURE                        Mark 1:14-20  
 
SERMON   Dropping Everything   Pastor Michelle  
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  

  Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

    Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  

 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 
REFLECTION ON GIVING             
Gestures of gratitude are a demonstration that a blessing or benefit has been 
received. We heard a call, dropped our nets, and came to this place to find new 
life. The gifts we give today are but tokens of the blessings of the new life we live 
in Christ. Bring your gifts with joy for they remind us of just how blessed we are 
to know this love that flows so generously from the spirit of God. 
 

COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
 

Information about today’s service: All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 
through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.  Call to Worship, Invocation, Prayer 
of Reflection, Assurance of Grace written by Rev. Dr. Cheryl Lindsay; Reflection on Giving, Blessing of Gifts and Commissioning by Rev. Madison 
Shockley—all for UCC Worship Ways.  Benediction from UCC Book of Worship.   
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*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know; 
Praise Spirit, with us evermore; 
One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 
*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON) 

May these gifts, given to these ministries of grace, be a blessing to friends 
and strangers, those like us and those not, those deserving and those not, for 
in this way the love of God reaches all of God’s beloved. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN       God of Grace and God of Glory            (See next page) 
     

*COMMISSIONING  

Now may the One who is faithful to all be with us all as we depart this blessed 
place. May we be a blessing to every place we go, until we gather again.  
 

*BENEDICTION   

          May God bless you and keep you.  

 May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious to you.  

 May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace.  Amen! 

 

POSTLUDE               Improvisation on "Cwm Rhondda"         
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Please join us today!  

Flowers, Music and Bulletin 

sponsorships are available! 

Cost is $35.00. Contact the 

church office for more info! 
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On May 21, 2000, at a congregational meeting we accepted the challenge of “expanding God’s 
love by serving one another and the world.”  What was the nature of this challenge? 

Archives Artifacts ~ St. Paul trivia from the desk of Roger Henke 

 Upcoming Events For Your Prayers 

ANSWER:  Funding the costs of a building project to expand our church campus.  

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 

Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 

Debbie McIntyre, daughter 
of Arline Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Laura Howie, daughter of 
Elgee Phillips 

Alec Zaber 

Hector Rivera 

Dawson Anderson 

Betty Rieso 

Scott Martin, son of 
Shirley Martin 

Linda Minton 

Wayne Caughman 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of 
Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Jerry Hough 

Peggy Mejas, friend of 
Mimi Llamas 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Bernice Sperino, mother of 
Pam Elser 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  

618-233-3303   stpaulucc.org 

Church Council meeting-3rd Thursday @ 6pm 

Community Dinner-every Tuesday @ 5pm 

Culinaires Breakfast-every 3rd Sunday  

Mats for Community-3rd Tuesday @ 1pm 

Mission Meeting-2nd Sunday after service 

Personnel Meeting-2nd Thursday @ 7pm 

Quilters-every Tuesday @ 9am 

Seekers Adult Bible Study –Tuesdays @ 10am  

Shufflers-2nd Tuesday of the month @ 12pm 

Wednesdays-Bells (6pm) & Choir (7:15pm) 

With You group-1st Wednesday @ 1pm 

Women’s Guild-3rd Wednesday @ 1pm  

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

