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YOUR St. Paul Team 
 

Rev. Michelle Torigian, Senior Pastor 
Patrick Kinney, Facility Manager 

Dr. Tristan Frampton, Director of Music 
Sherry Wilhelm, Office Coordinator 

Kathy Buehler, Bookkeeper 
Ian Hipkins, Technology Coordinator 

Evan Wilhelm, Support Staff  
Mary Blaies, Support Staff 

Cynthia Johnson, Organist/Pianist 

Church office hours:  
Monday - Thursday 

8:30am-4pm 
Friday  

    9am-12pm 

Church Office Contact  
Information:     
618-233-3303   
stpaulucc.org 

OUR  ST. PAUL is published monthly.  It is edited by our pastor and produced by the office staff. 
 Material for inclusion may be sent to the church noted for Our St. Paul. 

 

NEXT ISSUE    DEADLINE    MAIL DATE 
                January                                     December 15                 December 30 
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Pastor’s Message - God in the Darkness 
I do not like rooms without light.  It often feels like a vacuum, robbed of any life, as we 
become more in tune with any little noise that comes our way. 
 

Recently, I was here for an evening meeting.  Prior to business, I walked into the 
sanctuary.  There weren’t any lights on in the Activity Center, the Narthex, or the 
Sanctuary.  Before I had a chance to turn the Sanctuary lights on, I took a moment to 
breathe in the space.  And I did something I rarely do: I appreciated the absence of 
light.  Even though our Sanctuary is flooded with light on Sunday mornings, the evening 
presents a different ambiance, especially in these winter months when nightfall happens 
extremely early.  The beauty of darkness and the stillness of the space calls me to pause 
and appreciate the ways minimal streams of light enter the nighttime spaces we inhabit. 
 

This experience at church reminded me of the practices I may need to include in my life 
this Advent. As I immerse myself in darkness, my hope is to find clarity and discern how 
God is calling me. 
 

I don’t know about you, but I know my mind races during this season.  I think about all 
that is going on at church, at home, with my family, and more.  My mind fails to settle 
down.  Ultimately, I feel like I have 100 internet search engine tabs open in my brain as 
my thoughts bounce from one subject to the next.  By changing routes and embracing the 
beauty of this season’s long nighttime may be where I find inspiration and the stillness for 
which I long and need. 
 

If quiet centering doesn’t comes easy to you, sometimes blocking out 15 minutes for that 
spiritual practice is required.  I know being intentional and scheduling spiritual practices 
will be healthy for my spirit.  The world will not end as I walk away from the buzz and 
brightness of life for 15 minutes. 
 

In fact, in 15 minutes of a silent night may help me see God a little more clearly. 
 
Friends, many blessings during the seasons of Advent and Christmas! 
 

Blessings, Pastor Michelle 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday 

   

   
1         1st Day of  Advent 

9am-Worship  

10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

3pm-Hanging of the Greens 

 
World AIDS Day 

2 

9am-Pickle Ball 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 
 
 

National Mutt  Day 

3 
9am-Quilters 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 
 
 

National Day of Giving 
Giving Tuesday! 

8  CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

9am-Worship  

10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

 

METRO EAST CHORALE 

3PM 

9 
9am-Pickle Ball 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 

 
 

 
Christmas Card Day 

10           

9am-Quilters 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 
5pm-Community Dinner 
5:30pm-Finance Mtg. 
 

Human Rights Day 

15 

 9am-Worship  

10am-Culinaire’s Breakfast 

10am-Mission Meeting-Library 

 

International Tea Day 

16       
9am–Pickle Ball 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 

 
National Chocolate-Covered 

Anything Day 

17 
9am-Quilters 
10am-Seekers Bible Study 
1pm-Mats for Community 
5pm-Community Dinner 

7pm-Blue Christmas 
 

22    

9am-Worship-YOUTH SERVICE 

10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

 

 

 

23 
 11am-Community Lunch 
 
 

 

24 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

SERVICES 

4:30 & 7:30 PM 
 

29 
9am-Worship 
10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

 

30 
11am-Community Lunch 

 
 
 

 

 

Bacon Day 

31 

NEW YEARS’ EVE 
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Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    

    
4 
9am-Pickle Ball 
1pm-With You  
6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 
 

National Cookie Day 

5 
10am-Worship Meeting 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 
 
 

World Soil Day 

6 
9:00am-Pickle Ball 
 
 
 
 

St. Nicholas Day 

7 

 

 

 

National Pearl Harbor 

Remembrance Day 

11 
9am-Pickle Ball 
1pm-With You  
6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 

12 

10:30am-Yoga Gold 
7pm-Personnel Meting 

 
National Poinsettia Day 
Remember to order your 

poinsettias for Christmas Eve! 

13 
9:00am-Pickle Ball 

 

ST. PAUL FRIENDS  
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

6 PM  -  Heritage Hall 
 

14 
 

 
 
 

National Wreaths Across 

America Day 

 

18 
9am-Pickle Ball 
6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 
 
 
International Migrants Day 

19 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
6pm-Council Meeting  

 
 

 

National Re-Gifting Day 

20 
9:00am-Pickle Ball 
 
 

 
National Ugly Christmas 

Sweater Day 

21 
AngeLs of St. Clair County  

service for the homeless 

11 AM 

 

1st Day of Winter 

25    

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

St. Paul UCC 
Office is Closed 

Merry Christmas! 
Hanukkah Begins 

26 

 
 
 
 
 

National Candy Cane Day 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

National Fruitcake Day 

28 
 
 
 
 
 

National Card Playing Day 
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For Your Prayers 

Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 

Debbie McIntyre, daughter of Arline 
Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Betty Rieso 

Larry Walton 

Wayne Caughman 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Hector Rivera 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Cheryl Cooper 

Debbie Price 

Christopher Mitchell 

Audrey Krummrich 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of Marlene 
Mueller 

James Whitmarsh, nephew of Jan Friedrich 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of  Mimi 
Llamas 

Jeff Lutz, brother in law of Debbie Lippert 

Karen Keuss 

Jack Snyder 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Please send prayer requests to: pastormichelle@stpaulucc.org or call 618-233-3303. 
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12/14-Dick & Ruth Ann Erdmann 
12/27-Peggy & Scott Burke 

12/1-Linda Herrmann 
12/2-Michael Wagner 
12/3-Debbie Lippert 

12/3-Judy Saeger 
12/4-Donna Thomas 
12/5-Nancy Scharf 
12/6-Robert Yung 
12/8-Tom Mentzer 

12/11-Jerilyn Hausmann 
12/13-Kathy Buehler 

12/15-Carolyn Hazelip 
12/16-Bruce Elser 
12/16-Lou James 
12/16-Todd Keller 

12/17-Jeanette Miles 
12/19-Patricia Oberholtzer 

12/27-Carol Hotz 
12/31-Vera Juenger 
12/31-Dolly Kirsch 
12/31-Larry Reeble 

December Wedding Anniversaries  

December Birthdays 
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MEMORIALS AND GIFTS 
 

Thank you from St. Paul Church. We appreciate your generosity! 
 

TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

IMO Marilee Black  
Kent Black 

 

IMO Janet Heil 
Jane Bonaldi 

Mona Scheibel 
Judy Koch 

Rusty Wagener 
Pat Morris 

Jane Schlottog 
Elizabeth Lange 

Barbara Eilerman 
Mary Lynn Harres 

Carl & Jeanette Heil 
Julia & Dennis Smith 

Dolly Kirsch 
Janet Spencer, FA 

Gloria Strohm 
Willis Steiger 

Janice Friedrich 
Louise McDaniel 

Shirley Epplin 
 

IMO Jeffrey Dinklemann 
Marilyn Dinklemann 

Carolyn Draper 
 

IMO  Theresa Yung 
Robert Yung 

 

Please note that on-line giving will be going away as of January 1, 2025.   
Contact the office for more information! 
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