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YOUR St. Paul Team 
 

Rev. Michelle Torigian, Senior Pastor 
Patrick Kinney, Facility Manager 

Dr. Tristan Frampton, Director of Music 
Cynthia Johnson, Organist 

Sherry Wilhelm, Office Coordinator 
Kathy Buehler, Bookkeeper 

Ian Hipkins, Technology Coordinator 
Evan Wilhelm, Support Staff  

Mary Blaies, Support Staff 

Church office hours:  
Monday - Thursday 

8:30am-4pm 
Friday  

    9am-12pm 

Church Office Contact  
Information:   618-233-3303   

stpaulucc.org 

3/1-Cal & Jeanine Guthrie 
3/18-David & Marsha Steen 

3/1-Carly Dahm 
3/1-Eric Gentry 

3/3-Jennifer Mentzer 
3/4-Jane Bonaldi 

3/4-Sherri Gericke 
3/5-Carol Ford 

3/5-Kathryn Trickey 
3/5-Claudette Graetz 

3/9-Marsha Steen 
3/12-Darwin Bretsch 
3/13-Sherry  Davinroy 
3/13-Donna Wooden 

3/13-Janet Kniepkamp 
3/15-Carolyn Ryseff 

3/15-Fred Hotz 
3/16-Ruth Ann Erdmann 

3/19-Jan Friedrich 
3/19-Daniel Friedrich 

3/22-Bobby Lee Frerking 
3/27-Connor Dziaba 

3/27-Larry Walton 
3/28-Donna Davis 

3/28-Gordon Maiworm 
3/31-Sue Sivewright 

March Wedding Anniversaries  

March Birthdays 

OUR  ST. PAUL is published monthly.  It is edited by our pastor and produced by the office staff.   
Material for inclusion may be sent to the church noted for Our St. Paul.   

Next issue:  April -  Deadline to submit information:  March 19.                         
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Pastor’s Message - Sabbath and Family 
Over the next couple of months, I’ll be talking more and more about my sabbatical.  These 

special times of sabbath are recommended to all pastors some time around five to seven years.  
While St. Paul and I had arranged for this to happen at six years during my call agreement, I 
delayed by nearly one year as I will be celebrating seven years with St. Paul UCC on July 2.  
This time of sabbath which will be for approximately three months and one week, will be an 
opportunity for me to rest, find new ways of being creative, seek God in new spaces, and be 
reminded of what makes my heart and soul sing.  You will have a number of voices preaching 
during this time, and our congregational lay leaders will be leading my ministerial duties 
during these months. 

When I was working on initial plans for a sabbatical, one question that books and grant 
applications ask you to name is this: What makes your heart sing?  Wow!  It was this time 
that I was able to pin down some things that mattered most to me.  First and foremost is 
spending time with the people who matter most to me.  This includes my husband Aaron, my 
mom, members of my family, and friends who live around the country.  Looking at family of 
origin, I realized didn’t have too many opportunities to connect to our roots.   

My mom’s maternal grandparents originated from a place north of London called Leicester.  
Mom and I have always talked about going there as her mom or uncle never had the 
opportunity.  Once her grandparents left, they never went back.  (My great-grandfather did 
return to Europe when he served in WWI.)  This time will give us an opportunity to see the 
region as well as meet up with at least one cousin who I have never met. 

I will also have the time to connect with family when we return to the Niagara region of 
Ontario later in the sabbatical.  Mom is from this area and immigrated when she and Dad got 
married in 1970.  We would return to visit with my grandparents each summer for about a 
month and then every-other Christmas vacation.  After my grandma died in 1994, I have only 
been back two times.  I look forward to this time not only spending time with Mom and 
Aaron but also with cousins from both sides of the family who live up there.  I’m looking 
forward to exploring the places that hold special memories for my mom and eating at some of 
my favorite places like the chicken restaurant Swiss Chalet and Avondale Ice Cream. 

For all my times of sabbath - whether times of rest each day, a day removing myself from 
work each week, or a full sabbatical like this one, I am grateful.  By changing daily duties and 
finding new spaces to see God, I look forward to the renewing of my mind, heart, and soul! 

 Blessings, Pastor Michelle 
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Sun Mon Tue 

 
 

 
 

 

Red Cross Month 

Women’s History Month 

MS Awareness Month 

Endometriosis Awareness 

National Kidney Month 

2  Transfiguration Sunday 
9am-Worship  

10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

3 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 
 
 
 

National Anthem Day 

4      Fat Tuesday 
9am-Quilters 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 

5pm-Community Dinner 
6pm-Murder & Maple  
Syrup Dinner 

National Pancake Day 

5    
7pm
Service
 
 
 
 

9  First Sunday in Lent 
9am-Worship  

10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

10am-Mission Meeting 

2pm-Easter Craft Making 
 

Daylight Savings Time! 

10 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 
 
 

National Pack Your  
Lunch Day 

11 
9am-Quilters 

10am-Stewardship 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 

4:30pm-Finance Meeting 

5pm-Community Dinner 

12    
6pm
7:15pm
 
 
 

16  
9am-Worship 

10am-Culinaires Breakfast 

3pm-Fine Arts Concert 

Equinox Chamber 

17  
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 

 
St. Patrick’s Day! 
St. Paul UCC’s  

186th Anniversary! 

18 
9am-Quilters 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 

5pm-Community Dinner 

 
National Sloppy Joe Day 

19
1pm
6pm
7:15pm
 

National Let’s Laugh Day

23 
9am-Worship 
10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

 

 
National Puppy Day 

24 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
6pm-Monday-Funday 
 
 

 
National Cocktail Day 

25 
9am-Quilters 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 

5pm-Community Dinner 
6:30-St. Paul Progress 
 

Epilepsy Awareness Day 

26
6pm
7:15pm
 
 
 

30 
9am-Worship 

10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing 

(OGHS) Special Offering 

31 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 
 
 
 

National Crayon Day 
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
Developmental Disabilities 

Awareness Month 

 

National Cerebral Palsy 

Awareness Month 

 
 
 

United Church of Christ’s  
Women’s Week March 1-8 

Ramadan March 1-30 

 1 
 
 
 
 

National Peanut Butter  
Lover’s Day 

 

5    Ash Wednesday! 
7pm-Ash Wednesday  
Service 
 
 
 
 

Lent Begins 

6 
10am-Worship Meeting 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 
 
 
National Oreo Cookie Day 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

World Day of Prayer 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
International Women’s Day 

 

12     
6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 
 
 
 

National Girl Scout Day 

13 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
7pm-Personnel Meeting 
 
 
 
National K9 Veterans Day 

14 
 
 
 
 
 

National PI Day 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

National Quilting Day 

 

 

19 
1pm-Women’s Guild 
6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 
 

 
National Let’s Laugh Day 

20 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
6pm-Council Meeting 
 
 

 
Spring Begins! 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

National Memory Day 

22 
 
 
 
 
 

National Goof Off Day 

 

 

26 
6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 
 
 
 

National Spinach Day 

27 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
4-7pm Dine to Donate at 
Chicken Salad Chick in 

O’Fallon 
 

National Scribble Day 

28 
 
 
 
 

National Something on  
Stick Day 

29 
 
 
 
 

National Virtual  
Vacation Day 
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Thank you to all who  
participated in the 

2025 Souper Bowl to 
benefit the 
Community 

Interfaith Food 
Pantry!  

 

564 POUNDS OF 
FOOD  

COLLECTED! 

 

Dine to Donate 
1128 Merchant’s Way, O’Fallon, IL 

Thursday, March 27 

4-7pm 

 

Join us at Chicken Salad Chick for 

the restaurant’s Dine to Donate.  

Proceeds will benefit St. Paul UCC. 

 

This is an excellent way to join up 

with St. Paul friends and bring 

others along for some fellowship 

and good food! 

 

When you purchase food, please 

let the cashier know that you are 

with St. Paul UCC’s Dine to Donate. 
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MEMORIALS AND GIFTS 
 

Thank you from St. Paul Church. We appreciate your generosity! 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

IMO Marilee Black  
Kent Black 

 

IMO Betty Rieso 
Sandy Loeffler 

Marlene Lindauer 
Diane Drake 
Ruth Klingel 

Diane & Jim Brierly 
Jane Bonaldi 

 

IMO Samuel Sivewright 
Michael Caponegro 

Rick & Donna Felemonski 
Ken & Angie Nettleton 

 

IMO Shirley Boeschen 
Ken & Angie Nettleton 

IHO Robert Mueller (B-Day) 
Marlene Mueller 

 

IMO Jerry Bennett 
Luci Bradley 
Janet Spencer 

Bette Rotert Bennett 
Manfred & Lind Driesner 

 

IMO Raymond “Lynn” Bradley 
Terry & Syndy Kalinowski 

Bruce  & Pam Elser 
Ken & Angie Nettleton 

Donna Davis 
 

IHO Jan Spencer (B-Day) 
Gloria Strohm 

 

Lori Coleman            
Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 
Debbie McIntyre, daughter of Arline Worms 

Tim Ritter 
Wayne Caughman 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter 
Hector Rivera 

Lou Ann Niemann 
Cheryl Cooper 
Debbie Price 

Christopher Mitchell 
Sue Sutherland 

Audrey Krummrich 
Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of Marlene Mueller 

James Whitmarsh, nephew of Jan Friedrich 
Mike Llamas, brother in law of  Mimi Llamas 

Norma Franke 
Jennifer Wick, daughter of Stephenie Bauza 

Jack Snyder 
Venita Jane Rogers 
Dorothy Maiworm 

Jan Friedrich 
Sue Kuether 
Luci Bradley 

For Your Prayers 
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