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YOUR St. Paul Team 
 

Rev. Michelle Torigian, Senior Pastor 
Patrick Kinney, Facility Manager 

Dr. Tristan Frampton, Director of Music 
Cynthia Johnson, Organist 

Sherry Wilhelm, Office Coordinator 
Kathy Buehler, Bookkeeper 

Ian Hipkins, Technology Coordinator 
Evan Wilhelm, Support Staff  

Mary Blaies, Support Staff 

Church office hours:  
Monday - Thursday 

8:30am-4pm 
Friday  

    9am-12pm 

Church Office Contact  
Information:   618-233-3303   

stpaulucc.org 

4/3-Lonnie & Cindy Kettler 
4/4-Tom & Kathy Birkner 

4/14-Darwin & Mary Lu Bretsch 
4/14-Kevin & Shelley Shipp 

4/15-Wayne & Carol Weidemann 

4/2-Mindy Bernal 
4/4-Cheryl Cooper 

4/7-Peggy Burke 
4/8-Dennis Luehder 
4/9-Pastor Michelle 

4/14-Pat Kinney 
4/15-Gay Eckert 

4/17-David Steen 
4/17-Lisa Smith 

4/18-Michael West 

4/19-Duane Trickey 
4/21-Jacob Florek 

4/21-Rachel Dziaba 
4/29-Dick Erdmann 

April Wedding Anniversaries  

April Birthdays 

OUR  ST. PAUL is published monthly.  It is edited by our pastor and produced by the office staff.   
Material for inclusion may be sent to the church noted for Our St. Paul.   

Next issue:  May-  Deadline to submit information:  April 23.                         
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Pastor’s Message - Sabbath and Art 
When I was a child, my parents encouraged me to embrace artistic expression that came 

naturally for me.  By the age of seven, I was taking piano lessons and entering a variety of 
coloring contests.  My dad bought me my first woodburning tool when I was 13 and 
encouraged me to complete my first pyrography piece for the Illinois History Contest even 
before I entered high school. 

High school creative pursuits were filled with writing, art, and music.  As I entered into 
adulthood, artistic expression was a companion for me over the years.  Even when I was 
completing my undergraduate degree, I took a variety of classes connected to the arts, 
including being a part of the college band, taking a class on graphic design and continuing to 
play around with the Photoshop program in my down time, taking an acting class and acting 
in two shows, completing a class called Television and Society, and enrolling in a number of 
writing classes - including one in poetry.  I completed a class in Writing the One Act Play and 
had my play staged in a festival at the school.  I most enjoyed my undergraduate and graduate 
classes when our class would be held at the St. Louis Art Museum or the St. Louis Botanical 
Gardens.  Through the creation of God and neighbor, I found my spirit stirring with 
inspiration. 

Art is the way I express myself most in my life and how I utilize my gifts for 
God.  Whether it’s through writing liturgy, prayers, or poetry or the continuation of my 
woodburning arts, I am able to see the presence of God working with me and through me.  
Speaking the language of art by referring to pieces of artwork, movies, and music in my 
sermons and writings is a very authentic way for me to illustrate a scripture through a modern 
parable.   

As part of my sabbatical journey, I look forward to the ways art will be a major focus of 
my respite time.  I look forward to being in the room where it happens - the spaces where art 
was created and where art now hangs.  From the National Gallery in London to the Louvre in 
Paris, I know I will find joy in my heart for the ways God has inspired many throughout the 
centuries.  Maybe we’ll have the opportunity to see a West End musical.  My hope is to have 
some space to write some prayer and poetry along the way that I can share when I return.  
And in my travels, I also look forward to seeing the spaces where some of my favorite scenes 
in movies and TV were filmed - especially in London!  To think that I will have the 
opportunity to be in the spaces where art was inspired and now abides makes my heart sing, 
and I hope you have chances to make your heart sing this summer too! 

Blessings, 
Pastor Michelle 
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A Life Line 
Screening event is 
being held at St. 

Paul on Saturday, 
May 3, 2025. Life 
Line Screening is 

the premier provider 
of stroke and 

cardiovascular 
disease risk 

screenings since 
1993. 

As the host of the 
event, Life Line 

Screening is 
extending a special 

offer to all of our St. 
Paul members for a 
screening package 
that enables you to 

get peace of mind or 
early detection. 

Go to 
WWW.LLSA.SOC

IAL/HSCA 
or call  

888-814-0466 to 
schedule your   
appointment!  

 
A simple screening 

can be worth a  
lifetime. 
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Happy April! Twenty people attended the March 5 presentation by 
Chris Fulton–nine of those were from other teams at St. Paul and 
from the community.  Many questions were addressed and plans 
for future contact with Age Smart were discussed. Valuable 
information was provided!  Pastor Michelle has extra brochures, 
so please ask for one if you would like more information about 
Age Smart. 
 

Two members passed in the early weeks of March.  We were involved in extending care to their 
families and we give thanks for the lives of those lost but now in the  
eternal care of our God. 
 
Members of With You who visit homes and care facilities have calling cards to leave behind 
when making a visit.  If you know of someone who could use a caring presence, please contact 
the church office to be put in contact with Pastor Michelle and the With You Team. 
 
Our team assists with the annual rummage sale fundraisers for missions.  The Spring Rummage 
Sale/Mission is coming up on April 4 & 5.  All proceeds benefit missions of St. Paul.   If you 
would like to volunteer for that, please contact the church office.  With You members are also 
active participants in the annual Alzheimer's Walk and are already putting together this year’s 
team.  If you are interested, contact Susan Relfe and mark your calendar for September 27, 
2025. 
 
If you feel a calling to help care for our members (even if you cannot attend the monthly 
meetings), please email Susan Relfe at susanrelfe@outlook.com.  

 
Look for our next update in your May OSP! 
~ Your St. Paul With You Ministry Team 

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ.   
(Galatians 6:2) 

Happy Administrative Professionals’ Day to our office staff Sherry Wilhelm & Kathy Buehler! 
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Sun Mon Tue 

    
  

National Volunteer Month 
 

Thank you to all the  
wonderful volunteers  

at St. Paul! 
 
 

1 
9am-Quilters 
10am-Seekers Bible Study 

5pm-No Community Dinner 

6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 

 

April Fool’s Day! 

2    
12pm
Setup
1pm
 

6 
9am-Worship  

10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

10am-Mission Meeting 

 

 

7 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 
 
 
 
National Coffee Cake Day 

8 
9am-Quilters 

10am-Stewardship 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 

4:30pm-Finance Meeting 

5pm-Community Dinner 

9 
6pm
7:15pm
 
 

13 
Palm Sunday 

9am-Worship 

10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

 

14 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 

 
 
National Gardening Day 

15 
9am-Quilters 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 

1pm-Mats for Community 

5pm-Community Dinner 

 

16
1pm
6pm
7:15pm
 

20   EASTER SUNDAY 

9am-Easter Service 
10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

 

 
 

21 
Easter Monday 

St. Paul UCC is closed! 
 

 
 

22 
9am-Quilters 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 

5pm-Community Dinner 
 

 
National Earth Day 

23
6pm
7:15pm
 
 

27 
9am-Worship 

10am-Coffee & Doughnuts 

 

 
 

2-4pm—Heritage Hall 

28 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 

Monday-Funday! 
6-8pm 

 
 

29 
9am-Quilters 

10am-Seekers Bible Study 

5pm-Community Dinner 
 
 

30
6pm
7:15pm
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Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    

Seekers Bible Study 

No Community Dinner 

2     
12pm-Rummage Sale  
Setup 
1pm-With You 
 

 
National Peanut Butter & 

Jelly Day! 

3 
9am-Rummage Sale Setup 
10am-Worship Meeting 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
 
 

National Burrito Day 
 

4 
9am-Rummage Sale Setup 

RUMMAGE SALE 
4-7pm 

5 
 

RUMMAGE SALE 
4-7pm 

 
 

Seekers Bible Study 

9  
6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 
 
 

Happy Birthday 
Pastor Michelle! 

10 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
7pm-Personnel Meeting 
 
National Erase  
Self-Negativity Day 
National Siblings Day 

11 
 
 
 
 
 

National Pet Day 

12 
Spiff Up St. Paul Day! 

9am-12pm 
 
 
 
 

Seekers Bible Study 

 

16 
1pm-Women’s Guild 
6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 
 

 
National Tax Day 

17 
MAUNDY THURSDAY 

10:30am-Yoga Gold 
5:30-Dinner in  
Heritage Hall 

7pm-Maundy Thursday 
Service 

18 
GOOD FRIDAY 

7pm-Good Friday 
Service 

 
 
 

19 
10am-Easter  
decorating at the 
church 
 
 
 

Seekers Bible Study 

23 
6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 
 
 

National Administrative 
Professionals Day 

24 
10:30am-Yoga Gold 
6pm-Council Meeting 
 

 
 

National Bucket List Day 

25 
 
 
 
 

 
National Arbor Day 

26 
 
 
 
 

 
National Pretzel Day 

Seekers Bible Study 

30 
6pm-Bells  
7:15pm-Choir 
 
 

 
National Adopt a  
Shelter Pet Day 

 
April is the National 

Month of Hope 
 

Parkinson’s Awareness 
Month 

 
Stress Awareness Month 

 

National Pickleball Month 
 

Month of the Military 
Child 

Save the date for our 
next Fine Arts Concert 
Series performances 
on May 2 and May 9. 
More information to 

come! 
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The Quilters are 
selling of Easter 
and springtime 
table runners  

in the  
Welcome Center. 

 

March 30th  
April 6th 
April 13 

 

St. Paul UCC 
115 W. B. St.,  
Belleville, IL 
618-233-3303 
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MEMORIALS AND GIFTS 
 

Thank you from St. Paul Church. We appreciate your generosity! 
TO THE GLORY OF GOD AND IN LOVING MEMORY OF: 

IMO Marilee Black  
Kent Black 

 

IMO Betty Rieso 
Tim & Sandy Ritter 

 

IMO Samuel Sivewright 
Tim & Sandy Ritter 

 

IMO Barb Ernst 
Jane Bonaldi 

 

IHO Ruth Erdmann (B-Day) 
Richard Erdmann 

 

IMO Edna Mae Schwarz 
Viola Nettleton 
Donna Davis 

 

IMO Jerry Bennett 
Tim & Sandy Ritter 

 
IMO Raymond “Lynn” Bradley 

Barb Suess 
Viola Nettleton 
Lynn Koehler 

 

IMO Jack Snyder 
Bruce & Pam Elser 

Viola Nettleton 
Sandra Loeffler 

Terry & Syndy Kalinowski 
Donna Davis 

Darwin & Marylu Bretsch 
 

IHO Bill Guthrie 
Darwin & Marylu Bretsch 

 

Lori Coleman            
Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 
Debbie McIntyre, daughter of Arline Worms 

Tim Ritter 
Wayne Caughman 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter 
Lou Ann Niemann 

Cheryl Cooper 
Debbie Price 

Christopher Mitchell 
Sue Sutherland 

Norma Franke 
Audrey Krummrich 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of Marlene Mueller 
Mike Llamas, brother in law of  Mimi Llamas 
Jennifer Wick, daughter of Stephenie Bauza 

Venita Jane Rogers 
Dorothy Maiworm 

Luci Bradley 
JoAnn Elmore 

The loved ones of Jack Snyder 
The loved ones of Sue Kuether 

For Your Prayers 
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