
  

“No matter who you are,  
No matter where you are on life’s journey,  
You are welcome here.” 

Sunday, April 20, 2025 

Easter Sunday 
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Welcome to Worship 

at St. Paul UCC 
April 20, 2025 ~ 9:00 am 

Easter Sunday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC    Intrade, by Johann Pezel 
          Patiencia, by Anthony Holborne 
                    Lead On, O King Eternal, by Henry T. Smart, arr. Moore 
          Easter Brass Quintet 
 

WELCOME       Rev. Michelle Torigian 
 

PRELUDE                Hallelujah Chorus, from Messiah 
             by G.F. Handel, arr. Hal  Hopson 
                 Sanctuary Choir and Easter Brass Quintet  
 

One: He is Risen!     Many: He is Risen Indeed! 
 

INVOCATION (UNISON) 
One:  Loving God, Holy Gardener of Surprises, as we come upon the  
 tombs of our lives, let us face resilience with hope.  As we walk away from 
 the catacombs of yesterday’s experiences, let us embrace the one who 
 taught us how to rise. As Easter’s sun shines in our world, allow us to see 
 your presence with clarity. 
 

All:  Nudge us forward to tomorrow’s dawn.  May the old things of 
 yesterday live fondly in our souls.  Yet, allow us to release  what we no 
 longer need in order to share space with tomorrow’s thrilling 
 surprises.  Amen. 
 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 

Senior Pastor……………….……………………………………..……Rev. Michelle Torigian 
Director of Music …………………………………….………………….Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ………..…………….….....…………….…..…………..…….…..….Cynthia Johnson  
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....………………..…………….….……Roger Relfe 
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*OPENING HYMN        Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

Tune: EASTER HYMN  
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION (UNISON) 

Creator God, you crafted gardens and carved rocks. In your world, you have 
prepared sanctuaries for us. Unfortunately, we have lingered in these places 
for far too long. We neglected your voice when you called us to stand up and 
exit places of contentment. We continue to look for life in spaces that no 
longer thrive with your Spirit. Meet the desires of our hearts, yet drive us 
into spaces which are less comfortable.  Give us peace as we venture into the 
unknown.  Help us to know you in new places and with hearts of 
hope.  Amen.    
 

*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
God will continue to nudge us into the unknown. God will pry us from our spaces 
of comfort and lead us into unfamiliar places.  And through each of these 
experiences, God’s love and grace will fill our hearts with joy and 
wonder.  Amen!  Alleluia! 
 

A MESSAGE FOR THE YOUNG AT HEART   Pastor Michelle 
 

ANTHEM    Arise My Faithful 
             by Mark S. Repasky 
   Sanctuary Choir and Easter Brass Quintet 

   
SCRIPTURE        Luke 24:1-12 
 
SERMON                    Dazzling Glimmers  Pastor Michelle 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread.  
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 
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REFLECTION ON GIVING 
As the dawn of this new season rises our spirits, we use this new light to help us 
find clarity.  In our search for new ways of loving and living, we desire to use our 
gifts and listen for God’s calling.  Let us reflect as we share our treasures, talents, 
and time here and now.  
 
COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
             My Lord, What a Morning 
  Traditional American Spiritual, arr. By Larry Shackley    
 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
 

*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON) 

God of the faithful and of seekers and doubters, bless these gifts so that the 
world may know that you are always appearing. Bless our hands so that 
your love might appear in the work we share. Amen.  

 
*CLOSING HYMN       Lift High the Cross   (See page 6)  
     Hymn Tune: CRUCIFER, arr. Carl Schalk   
      
*BENEDICTION 
As we go forth, may you be reminded of the creative renewing energy of God.  
May you be witnesses of the wonders of God’s work in the world through Christ.  
May you be reminded of the possibilities of victory and glory amidst death and 
despair.  And may God be gracious to you and give you peace. Amen.  
 
*BENEDICTION 
May God bless you and keep you. May God’s face shine upon you and be gracious 
to you. May God look upon you with kindness and give you peace. Amen!  
 
POSTLUDE   Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
                 by Ludwig van Beethoven 
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Invocation, Prayer of Reflection, Assurance of Grace, written by Rev. Michelle L. Torigian, and Commissioning Rev. Mia M. McClain, Reflection on 

Giving and Blessing of the Gifts written by Rev. Elsa Cook & Rev. Michelle L. Torigian for Worship Ways. Information about today’s service: All St. 

Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, 

CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.   
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For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz                   

Marilyn Dinkelmann 

Debbie McIntyre, daughter of 
Arline Worms 

Tim Ritter 

Wayne Caughman 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & 
Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Debbie Price 

Christopher Mitchell 

Sue Sutherland 

Audrey Krummrich 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of 
Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of  
Mimi Llamas 

Jennifer Wick, daughter of 
Stephenie Bauza 

Venita Jane Rogers 

Dorothy Maiworm 

Luci Bradley 

JoAnn Elmore 

Nancy Davis 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

The Quilters would like to thank our 
St. Paul Family for supporting us. 
We sold 25 Easter table runners 
and 12 placemats. Also sold $106 
worth of raffle tickets. Look for the 
upcoming July 4th table runners. 
Thanks again! 
 

~Sonja & the quilters 

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

