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St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, August 24, 2025 ~ 9:00 am 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME              
 
PRELUDE                             Morning Reverie 

by Jules Massenet, Arr. by Chester Nordman  
      
CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: This is the day the Lord has made, beloved of Christ, let us rejoice and 
be glad in it!                                                        
People:  Yes, let us rejoice! Let us rejoice in hearing the Holy Word of God 
offered to us! Let us rejoice in singing songs of praise!  Let us rejoice 
being with Christian brothers and sisters!  Let it be so that our joy 
overflows in this sacred time!                                                        
Leader: Let it be known among the faithful who have gathered together this day 
that God loves a joyful heart.  For where there is true joy, there is active 
movement of the Spirit of God!                             
People:  Our spirits our elevated, rejoicing in the presence of the Divine 
Spirit among us!                
ALL: Let us embrace the joy of the Lord! Let us feel renewed in the Spirit! 
Let it be so! Amen. 
 
INVOCATION (UNISON) 
Holy Spirit be among us now, know that we have opened our hearts and 
minds to this time of worshipping our beloved Savior, Jesus Christ.  Help 
us to feel so refreshed and renewed in our spirits that our joy is 
overflowing like a fountain, we pray in His Holy name. Amen.  

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Guest Pastor……….…………………………………..…...…...…... Rev. Joan Mier 
Director of Music ………………………………………...….... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….…. Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....……………….……....…. Roger Harris 

Parents: if you have a child with you this morning, we have activity bags with coloring pages in the Narthex along 
with fidget toys (for all ages). There is a Family Room just off  of the Welcome Center if you need a quiet place at 

any time during the service. Please ask an usher for assistance. They will we happy to assist.   
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*OPENING HYMN  
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION & RECONCILIATION (UNISON) 
One: The Spirit of God is open and ready to listen to all we have to share in 
regard to the ways we have distanced ourselves from divine mercy and grace. 
So now is the time, beloved ones, to be open and completely honest with your 
Creator.  As I cannot put words into your mouth in regard to what you need to 
say to God, I welcome you into a time of silent confession and reconciliation, and 
then I will offer the Words of Assurance: 
 
Silent Confession and Reconciliation 
 
*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
Our God is an awesome God:  Our God is loving and merciful, ever present in 
the moments when the ways of the world want to overtake us.  When we open 
ourselves completely to the one who has given us life and breath, seeking 
forgiveness for the ways we have separated ourselves from divine grace, God 
sees us and hears us and is ever merciful, bringing joy to the most downtrodden 
heart. Let us receive God’s amazing grace and forgiveness this day. Amen. 
 
MISSION MOMENT              Dubois, Donna Davis 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC               Come, Let Us Worship 

Based on the hymn tunes: 
SPANISH HYMN, NICAEA, BUNESSAN, HYFRYDOL, and DUKE STREET 

Mary Lu Bretsch, handbells and Janie Bloomer, piano 
 
SCRIPTURE              Isaiah 58:9-14 & Psalm 103:1-8           Roger Harris 
 
             Luke 13:10-17                Rev. Joan Mier 
      
SERMON              Be Set Free-Stand Up Straight         Rev. Joan Mier 
  
PASTORAL PRAYER, SILENT PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen 
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REFLECTION ON GIVING 
It is a great joy to give our gifts to the Lord!  As our hearts and hands are 
outstretched in all that we can offer, know that they reach out beyond the walls 
of this church to the greater community, bringing the joy of the Lord to many 
who need to receive his Holy Word and amazing grace.  Amen. 

COLLECTION OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
Fairest Lord Jesus 

Hymn Tune:  St. Elizabeth, Arr. by Erinn Schwarz 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
 
*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS 
O’ Lord our God, bless these gifts that are before you, this day, that they may be 
used for the great ministry of Jesus Christ from this church home into the 
community.  Know that the gifts we offer come directly from our hearts, hearts 
aligned with your will for the world. By the touch of the Holy Spirit, may they be 
multiplied ten-fold for the great works we are called to do in the name of our 
divine Savior, Jesus.  Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN           God’s Eye Is On the Sparrow    (See page 6 & 7) 
 
*COMMISSIONING 
Go forth with the joy of the Lord in your hearts.  Take time to share that joy with 
others; bring a smile to someone else’s face this day, and let someone know 
that they are divinely loved.  For the joy and the love of the Lord are not to be 
held but to be shared! Let it be so. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION  
May the peace of God which surpasses all understanding                                                                       
guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus, so that you may be by walking on 
the straight path, following the footsteps of our Savior. Amen.  
 
POSTLUDE                 Sing for Joy 
              by Lani Smith  
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All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission through Onelicense.net License #A-

715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.   

This worship service is live streamed and recorded.                  *Notes where to stand if comfortably able. 
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For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Lori Coleman            

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 

Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy 
& Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Christopher Mitchell 

Audrey Krummrich 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law 
of Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law 
of Mimi Llamas 

Jennifer Wick, daughter of 
Stephenie Bauza 

Venita Jane Rogers 

Gay Eckert 

Watch videos on YouTube:  
https://www.youtube.com/ 
stpauluccbelleville 

 

Like us on Facebook 
St Paul UCC, Belleville, Il 

Stop by the Welcome Center today 
and place your Pampered Chef order 

to benefit the  
Community Interfaith Food Pantry!  

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=st+paul+ucc+administrator+

