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St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, September 28, 2025 ~ 9:00 am 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME              
 

PRELUDE                           Prayer 
by Noel Goemanne 

      
CALL TO WORSHIP   
One: In Christ, the God of heaven has made his home on earth. 
All: Christ dwells among us and is one with us. 
 

One: Highest of all creation, he lives among the least. 
All: He journeys with the rejected and welcomes the weary. 
 

One: Come now, all who thirst, 
All: and drink the water of life. 
 

One: Come now, all who hunger, 
All: and be filled with good things. 
 

One: Come now, all who seek, 
All: and be warmed by the fire of love. 
 

INVOCATION (UNISON) 
Gracious God, You call us to open our eyes to the suffering at our gates, to 
listen to Your Word with hearts ready to be changed, and to live with 
compassion and justice. As we gather in worship, awaken us to Your 
presence, stir us by Your Spirit, and guide us in the way of Christ, so that 
in this place, and in all our lives, Your kingdom of love may come near. 
Amen. 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Guest Pastor……….…………………………………..….. The Rev. Jeremy Lopez 
Director of Music ………………………………………...….... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….….  Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....………...……….…..  Stephenie Bauza 

Parents: if you have a child with you this morning, we have activity bags with coloring pages in the Narthex along with fidget 
toys (for all ages). There is a Family Room just off  of the Welcome Center if you need a quiet place at any time during the 

service. Please ask an usher for assistance.  They will we happy to assist.   
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*OPENING HYMN     
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*PRAYER OF REFLECTION & RECONCILIATION  
Merciful God, we confess that we have often walked past the needs at our 
gates. We have been slow to notice the pain of our neighbors, quick to protect 
our own comfort, and reluctant to share Your abundance. Forgive us, Lord. 
Open our eyes to see as You see, open our hearts to love as You love, and 
lead us into the joy of compassion and justice. Amen. 
 
*ASSURANCE OF GRACE 
One: Hear the good news: God’s mercy is wider than our sin, and God’s 

compassion is deeper than our failures. 
 

All: In Christ, what was broken is restored, and what was lost is found. 
 

One: Trust in the promise of the gospel: you are forgiven, renewed, and set 
free. 

 

All: Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
MISSION MOMENT   IL South Annual Meeting  Synthia Kalinowski 
 
ANTHEM                    Poor Man Lazarus 

arr. Jester Hairston 
Sanctuary Choir 

 
SCRIPTURE                 Luke 16:19-31        Stephenie Bauza 
     
SERMON                   Who Will Convince Us?     The Rev. Jeremy Lopez 
  
PASTORAL PRAYER, SILENT PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen 
 
REFLECTION ON GIVING 
In Jesus’ parable, the rich man failed to notice Lazarus right outside his door. 
Our offering is a chance to do the opposite—to open our eyes, to see the needs 
around us, and to respond with compassion. As we give, we join God’s work of 
mercy, so that no one is left unseen or forgotten. Let us bring our gifts with 
grateful hearts. 
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RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
Near to the Heart of God 

arr. Lloyd Larson  
 

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 

 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
 
*BLESSING OF THE GIFTS (UNISON) 
Gracious God, bless these gifts we offer, that they may bring comfort to 
the hungry, hope to the forgotten, and Your love to all who are in need. 
May what we give be multiplied in mercy and justice, and may our hearts 
be opened to see and serve as Christ calls us. Amen. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN      I'll Praise My Maker While I've Breath      (See next page) 

 

*COMMISSIONING 
May you go from this place with eyes open to the needs around you, with hearts 
ready to share God’s mercy, and with hands willing to serve, so that what is lost 
may be found, and God’s love may shine through you all your days. Amen. 
 
*BENEDICTION  
May God bless you and keep you until we see one another again. As you pray 
for others, may you know that others are also praying for you—for your health, 
your well-being, for spiritual renewal and refreshment of your souls. Feel 
lovingly held in such beauty and grace. Amen 

 
POSTLUDE          Stand Up and Bless the Lord 

By Robert Graham  
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Please stop by the  

Welcome Center 

to pick up your  

Pumpkin Pot 

50/50 

raffle tickets!  
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For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 

Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy 
& Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Christopher Mitchell 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law 
of Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law 
of Mimi Llamas 

Jennifer Wick, daughter of 
Stephenie Bauza 

Venita Jane Rogers 

Gay Eckert 

Gene Buxton 

The loved ones of 
Christopher Mitchell 

All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission through Onelicense.net License #A-

715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.   

This worship service is live streamed and recorded.                           *Notes where to stand if comfortably able. 


