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St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, October 12, 2025 ~ 9:00 am 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
WELCOME              
 
PRELUDE                        Come, Christians, Join to Sing 

arr. Arnold B. Sherman 
Glory Ringers 

      
CALL TO WORSHIP   
Come, all you whose souls thirst for the living God.  
We come in search of help and hope. 
Come, you who are acquainted with grief or oppression.  
We come bearing our doubts, our wounds, and our fears.  
Come, you who are in need of good news.  
We come in search of joy, truth, and light.  
Come and find refuge in God your rock.  
Let us praise the One who is our help and our hope. 
 
INVOCATION (UNISON) 
O God, you come to us not in the chaos of the whirlwind,  

not in the roar of the earthquake,  
not in the crackling heat of the fire,  
but in the sound of sheer silence.  

Quiet our minds, bring peace to our hearts and stillness to our bodies that 
we might meet you in that silence. Help us to listen for your still, small 
voice. Give us the courage to go wherever you lead us, trusting that you 
will prepare the way. We pray this in the name of our Companion on the 
journey, Jesus Christ. 
 

PASSING THE PEACE 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Lay Leader……….………………………………………….….……...... Craig Bielke 
Director of Music ………………………………………...…... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….… Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....………...……….……….. Karen Keuss 
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*OPENING HYMN      
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CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Lord of the ages, in our busy lives, we do not always make time to love, to 
pray, or to sing your praises. We want to be strong, yet we often feel out 
of control: buffeted by the winds of change, rocked by the earthquakes in 
our relationships, burned by the fires of doubt. Forgetting what we cannot 
see, we ask, “Why have you forgotten me?” Help us trust your presence, 
even when we feel utterly alone, trapped in our dark night of the soul. With 
the promise of Christ as our hope, lead us from our own wilderness 
wanderings into the well-tended garden of your love. 
 
*SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION 
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
God challenges us, God encourages us. God confronts us, and God accepts 
us. God works wonders in our midst and gives us the eyes, the hearts, the souls 
to see such miracles. 
God forgives us, God guides us through the wilderness of the world, God 
leads us home. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
ANTHEM                     Praise the Lord Who Reigns Above 

by Michael Larkin 
Sanctuary Choir  

 
SCRIPTURE             Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7           Karen Keuss 

2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 

         
SERMON                         Craig Bielke 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen 
 
MISSION MOMENT                 Quilters     Janet Kniepkamp 
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RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
Old Time “Hallelujah!” Religion 

arr. Tammy Waldrop 
Glory Ringers 

 
*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
 
DEDICATION PRAYER 
From you comes every gift we need, every blessing we have. May we not hoard 
them for ourselves, but offer them back to you, that the poor might be fed, the 
lonely befriended, and the despairing be filled with hope. This we pray in Jesus’ 
name, Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                 To God Be the Glory     (See pages 6 & 7) 
 
*COMMISSIONING                  
 
*BENEDICTION                   
 
POSTLUDE          Flourish on “Lobe den Herren” 

Arr.  Douglas E. Wagner 
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For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for prayer requests:  618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 

Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy 
& Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law 
of Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law 
of Mimi Llamas 

Jennifer Wick, daughter of 
Stephenie Bauza 

Venita Jane Rogers 

Gay Eckert 

Gene Buxton 

All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission through Onelicense.net License #A-

715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.   

This worship service is live streamed and recorded.                           *Notes where to stand if comfortably able. 

Follow us on ... 


