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St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, December 28, 2025 ~ 9:00 am 

First Sunday after Christmas 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE                            Infant Holy, Infant Lowly  

(Traditional Polish Carol) 
setting by Michael Ryan 

 
CALL TO WORSHIP   
Leader: Let us celebrate, beloved, as we rejoice in the coming of the Christ-child 
into the depths of our hearts once again!                                                                                    
People:  We thought we could only dream of such a beautiful Savior 
coming into our lives, but the Lord our God has always known that we 
needed Him—the One who is a guiding light for all people.                                                                               
Leader: Let us follow that light, just like the Magi did two-thousand years ago, 
and let it align us on the path that the Lord our God has placed before us.                                                  
People: We pray for such guidance this Christmas season and into the 
coming year.                                                                                                    
ALL: Shine brightly for us, O Lord Jesus, as we praise your holy name!   
Amen. 

*INVOCATION (Unison)                                                                                                                     
We dream of the day, Lord Jesus, when we shall live eternally with you; but 
for now, let your Spirit visit us in this time of gathering in your holy name. 
We pray that your Spirit will embrace us in divine light and love as we sing 
praises to you and offer the prayers of our hearts. Find us worthy of a 
touch of Your grace; we pray in your blessed name.   Amen.  

PASSING THE PEACE 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Visiting Clergy ..….……………………………...………….………. Rev. Joan Mier  
Director of Music ………………………………………...…... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….… Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....……………....……….… Peggy Burke 
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*OPENING HYMN 

Continued next page 
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PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE                                                                               
One: Seek divine wisdom, beloved of God, in this moment when you open 
yourselves up to pure communication with your Creator, Sustainer, and 
Redeemer. God is open to all that you have to say—all that you want to share.   
As I cannot put words into your mouth in regard to what you need to say to God, 
I welcome you into a time of silent confession and reconciliation, and then I will 
offer the Words of Grace. 

Silent Confession and Reconciliation   

*WORDS OF GRACE 
God’s love is so great for us that he sent a Son, Jesus, who will help God’s 
people to turn away from sin and seek God’s grace and forgiveness.  Through 
Christ Jesus, who offers the gift of salvation, we are set free from the burdens of 
sinful lives.  Let us dream of such grace offered to us and all brothers and 
sisters.  Let it be so. Amen 

SPECIAL MUSIC              Christmas Bell Medley 
by Christine Anderson 

Mary Lu Bretsch, handbell solo 

Good Christian Friends Rejoice , continued 



5 

SCRIPTURE         Isaiah 63:7-9 and Hebrews 2:10-18                  Peggy Burke 
                              Matthew 2:1-23                            Rev. Joan Mier  
 
SERMON                   DREAMS                             Rev. Joan Mier 
 
PASTORAL AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen. 
 

REFLECTION ON GIVING 
In the presence of our Lord—the Christ-child who came to earth two-thousand 
years ago—let us offer all that we can in His holy name, to help one another to 
be guided by His light, His love, and His mercy.  Let it be so.  Amen. 
 
COLLECTION OF THE LOVE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  

Amid the Cold of Winter 
arr. Bret Rhoades 

Tristan Frampton, soloist 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION (Unison) 
In the name of Jesus, we offer these gifts to you O’ Lord our God, for the 
continuance of kind and loving ministry out into the world. We pray that 
through these gifts, your light will shine even brighter from this place of 
worship, and that people’s dreams of a more peaceful existence may stem 
from this place. Let it be so according to your holy will.  Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN           As with Gladness Those of Old   
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*COMMISSIONING                  
The Christmas season is not over, for we are in the Twelve Days of Christmas. 
So, continue to rejoice in the birth of the Christ-child, celebrate the light that led 
the Wise Men, and always remember to offer praise to the Divine Son who was 
given for us—the “Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, Everlasting Father, and 
the Prince of Peace.”  
 
*BENEDICTION 
Go forth and dream of the life that God wishes for every one of us, a life that is 
guided by holy love and light. Follow the light, receive the light, and be the light 
for many weary travelers who are seeking peace. Let it be so. Amen 
                                                                                                                                                
POSTLUDE                                 Noӫl Provençal 

by Pierre-Joseph Candeille 
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For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for  

prayer requests:   

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 

Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of  

Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of Mimi Llamas 

Jennifer Wick, daughter of  

Stephenie Bauza 

Gene Buxton 

Al Stahl 

Audrey Krummrich 

Rosie Keller 
Laura Sadler 

Janie Bloomer 

Jerry Pierce-Heisler 

Mike Foppe 

Jerry Messick 

Bob Stone, brother of Kathy Birkner 
All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be 

recorded and/or streamed. Music is used with permission 

through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI 

#1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public 

domain.   

Follow us on ... 


