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Welcome to St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, February 1, 2026 ~ 9:00 am 

Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WELCOME  
 

PRELUDE                                Psalm 
By Gordon Young 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: With what shall we come before God and bow ourselves before God on high? 
Many: Shall we come before the Holy One with burnt offerings, with calves a 
year old? 
One: Will God be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rams of 
oil? 
Many: Shall we give our firstborn for our transgression, the fruit of our 
bodies for the sin of our souls? 
One: God has told us, fellow mortals, what is good and what is required of us. 
All: But to do justice and to love kindness and to walk humbly with our God. 
 

*INVOCATION (Unison)                                                                                                            
Holy One, you aren’t just good, you are The Good. We welcome Your goodness in 
any way that it desires to manifest throughout this time of worship. May something 
be preached, prayed, or sung, that changes us for good, and for good. Amen 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Visiting Clergy ..….……………………………....………… Rev. Dr. Chance Beeler 
Director of Music ………………………………………...…... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….… Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....……………....……….…… Lou Ryseff 
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*OPENING HYMN        
 

 

*PRAYER FOR TRANSFORMATION AND NEW LIFE                                                                               
When we do good, challenges are ever present. Sometimes, the challenges can 
be overwhelming and so we’re tempted to retreat or stay silent. Help us to 
remember all that you do for our good so that we can go forth and do the same. 
 

WORDS OF GRACE 
In a beginning, God looked at all that was created and called creation “good”. In 
this moment of a new beginning, let us give thanks for the grace that enables us 
to be doers of good no matter the challenges we face. 



4 

ANTHEM                 Be Thou My Vision 
by Edward H. Wetherill 

Sanctuary Choir  
 

SCRIPTURE                Micah 6:1-8 Liturgist     Lou Ryseff  
             Psalm 15 Liturgist     Lou Ryseff 
               Matthew 5:1-12     Rev. Dr. Chance Beeler 
   

SERMON               What did he say?    Rev. Dr. Chance Beeler 
 

RESPONSORIAL HYMN  
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PASTORAL AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen. 
 

REFLECTION ON GIVING 
We serve a Good God who has blessed us with good things to share for the good of 
the kin-dom. Let us revel in that goodness now and give from our hearts as well as 
our hands. Amen. 
 

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  
Lead Me, Lord 

by Samuel S. Wesley 
arr. Robert. W. Thygerson 

 

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION 
Good God may these good offerings be used to get up to good trouble for the 
liberation of us all. Amen 
 

Service of Holy Communion  
 

The Invitation 
Come, all who hunger. Come all who thirst. Come no matter what’s needed because 
everyone needs something and everyone needs someone. 
At this table, you are included and room is ever being made to include more. More love, 
more understanding, more food, more drink, more community, and more good and 
goodness. 
Your invitation is eternal for this table belongs to God. We don’t get to decide who we sit 
next to, but we do get to decide to enjoy whoever is seated. 
So come to the table, where strangers become friends, friends become family, and 
family keeps expanding. Come as you are and leave better than how you came. 
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Communion Prayer 
In the beginning, the earth was formed. It was the first table that all creations were 
invited to. This table has gone through several iterations and holds steady. Jesus was 
at this table at some point in history. He lived, he taught, he was put to death, and then 
he resurrected. In doing all these things, he taught us a new way to look at tables and 
how to set them inclusively. He showed us that we are included in the heart and mind 
of God always and he taught us how to include those we might be inclined to label as 
“other”. For these reasons among many others, we give thanks for this meal. 
 

Words of Institution 
We remember that night during the Passover Jesus had his last meal at a table, with 
those closest to him. There, they shared their love of God and Jesus and of each 
other. In the midst of love, Jesus gave thanks and broke the bread and said, 
something like this, “Take and eat this gift from the earth and from the human hands 
that prepared it and know that God gives it to you, a blessing for your body and your 
spirit.” Later, Jesus took a cup and after blessing it said something like this, “Drink this 
fruit of the vine, the gift of the sun and labor in the fields. Taste and know the goodness 
of God.” 
 

Prayer for the Holy Spirit 
Come Holy Spirit. Bless this bread and cup and bless each of 
us. May these elements transform us. May they inspire and give us courage to 
follow the way of Jesus, which is ever inclusive and expanding. 
 

Come, let’s eat this bread and drink this cup together 
 

Closing prayer: Together we trust in this moment of transformation which is made 
possible by You. Give us the strength to continue on the journey and to set tables that 
are welcoming and ever expanding. 
 

*CLOSING HYMN                  Lead on Eternal Sovereign          (page 7) 

*COMMISSIONING         
What does the LORD require of you but to do justice and 
to love kindness and to walk humbly with your God? 
 
*BENEDICTION 
(God) The Good, as we depart this place but not Your Presence, help us to 
remember that your goodness is running after us. As it gains on us, may we run on 
and share it with others up ahead. Amen.                                                                                     
 
POSTLUDE                  Ricercare per Organo 

by Floriano Arresti 
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For Your Prayers  
Please call the church for prayer requests. 618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 

Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & 
Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of  

Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of 
Mimi Llamas 

Jennifer Wick, daughter of  

Stephenie Bauza 

Gene Buxton 

Al Stahl 

Audrey Krummrich 

Rosie Keller 
Laura Sadler 
Mike Foppe 

Alec Zaber 

The loved ones of Nancy 
Viehman 


