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St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, January 18, 2026 ~ 9:00 am 
Second Sunday after the Epiphany 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE                                   Pastorale 
    by louri Grichetchkine 

 
RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  
Children of God, who has God called you to be?  
A light to all the nations! 
When confusion, disunity, and misinformation threaten to undo us, who are you 
called to be?  
A light to all the nations!  
When wars and rumors of wars in our communities and around the world 
overwhelm us, who are you called to be? 
A light to all the nations! 
Come! Let us worship God, who gives us a light of good news to all the nations! 
We come to worship God, who calls us and equips us to reflect God’s glory 
and abundant life to all the world. Amen.  
 
*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                                                                                 
Guide our feet, Lord. Show us the light of grace when we would judge 
others harshly. Warm our hearts with the glow of your love when we would 
spew icy words of spite. Illumine our souls with joyful delight when 
sadness tries to take over the day. Shine brightly on us today, Lord, until 
we reflect your glory as a witness to this world. Amen.  
 
PASSING THE PEACE 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Visiting Clergy ..….……………………………...………….……….…. Craig Bielke  
Director of Music ………………………………………...…... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….… Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....…………….............…… Donna Davis 
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*OPENING HYMN     
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CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Gracious and loving God, hear our prayer. 
We know we do not always live as we ought: 
We turn away from you, from our neighbor, and from our true selves. 
We know we dim your light within us, 
With our pride, our self-righteousness, and our need for control 
We know that you love us, that you do not abandon us, 
and that again and again you call us back to you, 
back to love, 
back to grace, 
back to your light. 
Forgive us, we pray, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION  
WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. Hear then Christ’s word of grace to us: 
Your sins are forgiven.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
ANTHEM                      Here I Am, Lord 
         arr. Jack Schrader  
              Sanctuary Choir 
 
SCRIPTURE               Isaiah 49:1-7         Donna Davis    

1 Corinthians 1:1-9  

John 1:29-42 
 
SERMON                                        Craig Bielke 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen. 
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RECEIVING OF OUR GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC   
Lamb of God 
by Twila Paris 

Setting by Lloyd Larson 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
 
DEDICATION PRAYER 
Ever-Present and Calling God, knowing us from the beginning, naming us as 
your own, you have entrusted us with the holy work of bearing your light to the 
world. Though we often feel unworthy or uncertain, you remind us that your 
grace goes before us, and your strength works through us. Receive these gifts, 
offered with gratitude and hope. Use them—and us—to proclaim your justice, to 
shine your love to the ends of the earth, and to glorify your name. In the name of 
Christ, your Servant and our Savior, we pray. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN         Lead On, O King Eternal                     (page 6) 
 
*COMMISSIONING 
 
BENEDICTION 
                                                                                                                                  
POSTLUDE                                      Duo 
     by Claude Balbastre 
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For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for  

prayer requests:   

618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 

Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of  

Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of Mimi Llamas 

Jennifer Wick, daughter of  

Stephenie Bauza 

Gene Buxton 

Al Stahl 

Audrey Krummrich 

Rosie Keller 
Laura Sadler 
Mike Foppe 

Bob Stone, brother of Kathy Birkner 

Alec Zaber 

Nancy Viehman 

All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded 

and/or streamed. Music is used with permission through 

Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. 

James Press License #17755, or public domain.  This worship 

service is live streamed and recorded .https://www.ucc.org/

worship-way/advent-2a-december-7/  

Follow us on ... 

https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/advent-2a-december-7/
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/advent-2a-december-7/

