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St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, April 12, 2026 ~ 9:00 am 

Second Sunday of Easter 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE                 Come Ye Faithful, Raise the Strain 

Tune:  Ave Virgo Virginum 
arr.  Garrett Parker 

 
*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP  
Easter people, Christ is risen! 
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
Christ is risen indeed! Yet we, like Thomas, may find questions bubbling up: 
How do we know? What’s the proof? Is Resurrection real? 

Within our questioning, Christ appears.  
We may find ourselves like the other disciples, witnesses of Christ’s resurrection 
who struggle to understand the doubt of others. 
Within our certainty, Christ appears.  
Whether you come to worship full of certainty or doubt, you are welcome here. 
For we are all participants in the story of God’s saving work in the world, a story 
still unfolding all around us.  
We gather to worship, believing that in certainty and doubt, the resurrected 
Christ dwells among us! Amen.  
 
*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                                                                                 
God of the risen Jesus, we praise you for the great love that you have 
shown to redeem us by sending your Son, Jesus. Help us today to embrace 
the New Life that the resurrected Christ is giving us. A life beyond our 
doubts, faith over fear, courage over confusion, belief over disbelief, and 
trust to follow your guidance. As we worship today, help us to feel the 
presence of resurrected Jesus in our midst, reminding us of your love and 
our purpose. Amen. 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Lay Leader ..….……………………………...………….………..….…. Craig Bielke  
Director of Music ………………………………………...…... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….… Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....………..................… Stephenie Bauza 
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PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
*OPENING HYMN     
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CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                
Holy God, we open our hearts to you this day, and offer the truth of our 
lives: 
The fear that stifles us, 
The prejudice that impedes us, 
The ignorance that hinders us, 
The doubt that plagues us. 
Help us, we pray, that we will 
Find courage in unlikely places, 
Move to those places where love is needed, 
And have faith that you are with us. 
This we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION AND WORDS OF ASSURANCE                                                                          
Hear the Good News: we are forgiven! We are set free to go out into the world 
and be the loving, gracious, hopeful people of God! Alleluia! Amen. 
 
ANTHEM                          With a Voice of Singing 

by Martin Shaw 

Sanctuary Choir 
 

SCRIPTURE                    John 20:19-31        Stephenie Bauza
                                                              
SERMON         Craig Bielke 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen. 
 
RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC  

We Walk By Faith and Not By Sight 
arr. Patti Drennan 
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*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
 
DEDICATION PRAYER         
Compassionate and faithful God, you meet us behind locked doors and in the 
doubts we dare not speak aloud. Like Thomas, we long to see, to touch, to 
know—and yet, by your grace, you call us blessed for believing without seeing. 
Accept now these gifts we bring, signs of our faith, acts of our trust. Use them to 
reach others still searching for hope, healing, and connection. Let our giving 
testify to your Resurrection power and shape us into a community where 
wounds are not hidden but held with love. In Christ, who breathes peace upon 
us, we pray. Amen. 
 
*CLOSING HYMN        Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna!            (see page 6) 
 
COMMISSIONING, CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                The Strife is O’er, the Battle Done 

by Palestrina 

arr. Robert J. Hughes 
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For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for  

prayer requests:   

618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 
Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim 
Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of  
Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law  
of Mimi Llamas 

Al Stahl 
Audrey Krummrich 

Laura Sadler 
Alec Zaber 

Jane Bonaldi 

Follow us on ... 

All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded 

and/or streamed. Music is used with permission through 

Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. 

James Press License #17755, or public domain.  This worship 

service is live streamed and recorded . 


