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Welcome to St. Paul UCC  
Sunday, April 5, 2026 ~ 9:00 am 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
 

 
 
 
 
 
PRE-SERVICE MUSIC         Brass Quintet 
          Intrade 

by Johann Pezel 
 

Lead On, O King Eternal 
by Henry T. Smart/Larry Moore 

 
*EASTER PROCESSIONAL  (all rise, in body or spirit, and sing)                                                                
                  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today     (see page 6)  

PROCLAIMING CHRIST’S RESURRECTION 

*CALL TO WORSHIP—APOSTLES’ CREED, Contemporary Version (in unison)                                                                                             
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Creator of heaven and earth.  I believe 
in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord. He was conceived by the power of 
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On 
the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the 
right hand of God the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the 
dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the [universal Christian Church], the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

TODAY’S  WORSHIP LEADERS 
Visiting Clergy ..….………………………………….....………… Rev. Joan H. Mier 
Director of Music ………………………………………...…... Dr. Tristan Frampton  
Organist ……………..……………………………………….….… Cynthia Johnson 
Liturgist …..……………..…………….….....…………...………...… Sandy Wagner 
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*INVOCATION (Unison) 
Hear our “Alleluias” this day O’ God of amazing grace! We celebrate 
together the resurrection of our Savior, and your beloved Son, Jesus the 
Christ. By your miraculous love, you raised him from death in the tomb, to 
new life with you. He is the One who shows all people that there is victory 
over death, and the gift of eternal life with you.  We praise you this day and 
forever more, celebrating your Spirit among us!  Amen   
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
 
PRAYER FOR REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION                                                                             
Pastor: Let your hearts feel the presence of the Risen Christ with you as you 
enter this personal time with God. This is that moment when we are completely 
honest with God, expressing the ways that we have kept ourselves from 
complete communion with our Savior.  Let us open ourselves, now, to divine 
forgiveness.  As I cannot put words into your mouth in regard to what you need 
to say to God, I can only welcome you into this sacred moment and then, 
afterward, I will offer the Words of Grace. 
 
Silent Confession and Reconciliation  
 
WORDS OF GRACE                                                                                                                             
In spite of our tendency to pull apart, in spite of our tenacity to our old ways, our 
loving God continues to call us back together again, showing us the true nature 
of forgiveness. God does not keep score of our wrongs or measures how far we 
have wandered. God welcomes us, like a parent embracing a lost child in loving 
arms. As we are welcomed home, we are encouraged to learn from that 
forgiveness, to offer it to ourselves and to others again and again as God offers 
it to us in Jesus Christ, our hope and our home. Amen 
 
ANTHEM          Coronation 

by Craig Courtney 
Sanctuary Choir and Easter Brass 

 
SCRIPTURE                   Psalm 108:1-5         Sandy Wagner 
     Acts 10:34-43         Sandy Wagner 
               John 20:1-18               Rev. Joan H. Mier  
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CHILDREN’S EASTER MOMENT      Synthia Kalinowski 
 
HYMN         Hymn of Promise      (see page 7) 
 
SERMON         “DAILY ALLELUIAS”      Rev. Joan H. Mier 
  
PASTORAL AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
    Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
    Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread.  
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
    For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.  
 Amen. 
 
REFLECTION ON GIVING 
Let our “Alleluias” be part of the love gifts that we present to the Lord this day.  
Let this time be celebratory, knowing that we are being called to extend the 
ministry of our Risen Savior through the gifts we offer. Let it be so.  Amen.   
 
RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS & OFFERTORY MUSIC  

Beautiful Savior 
Tune:  Crusaders’ Hymn 

arr. Mark Hayes 
 

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth) 
 Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
 Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know 
 Praise Spirit, with us evermore 
 One God, triune, whom we adore.  Amen 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison) 
We dedicate this offering, O’ Lord our God, to our Risen Savior, Jesus 
Christ. Bless these love gifts and show us how to use them wisely, 
according to your holy will. Let the unconditional love of Christ shine forth 
from this church home and go forth into the world with your disciples. In 
Jesus’ name, we pray.   Amen  
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SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION (see insert) 
 
*CLOSING HYMN                     Lift High the Cross          (page 8) 
 
*COMMISSIONING                                                                                                  
May Christ, our only Savior, dwell within you that you may go forth with the light 
of hope in your eyes and the fire of inspiration on your lips, the word of God on 
your tongues, and divine love in your hearts. Let it be so.  Alleluia! Amen                                                                                                                             
 
*BENEDICTION 
The grace of God, deeper than our imagination; the strength of Christ, stronger 
than our need; and the communion of the Holy Spirit, richer than our 
togetherness; guide you and sustain you today and in all your tomorrows.  
Alleluia! Amen. 
 
POSTLUDE        Hallelujah Chorus, from Messiah                                     
                 by G.F. Handel 

                arr. Hal Hopson                                                     
Sanctuary Choir and Easter Brass  

 

Thank you to our Easter Brass Quintet: 
Rob Endicott, trumpet 
Tom Birkner, trumpet 
Paul Johnston, horn 
Jon Siddle, trombone 

Troy Marble, tuba 
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Our With You Team continues to serve the congregation in meaningful 
ways. We have recently begun serving communion to homebound members. 

This is proving to be meaningful for those who receive and serve. 
Perhaps you are being called to serve others as well. Please contact Susan Relfe 

(susanrelfe@outlook.com) if you would like to give to this ministry. 
Christ is risen–indeed! 

Your partners in caring, The With You Ministry Team 
Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

(Galatians 6:2) 
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For Your Prayers 

Please call the church for  

prayer requests:   

618-233-3303  stpaulucc.org 

Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                 

Tim Ritter 

Tim Ritter Jr., son of Sandy & Tim Ritter 

Lou Ann Niemann 

Ralph Eckart, brother in-law of  

Marlene Mueller 

Mike Llamas, brother in law of Mimi Llamas 

Al Stahl 

Audrey Krummrich 

Laura Sadler 
Mike Foppe 

Alec Zaber 

Lindsay Eversmeyer, niece of Pam Nicholson 

Jane Bonaldi 

Ruth Klingel 

Sandy Ritter 

This worship service is live streamed and recorded .Music is used with permission through Onelicense.net License #A-715913, 

CCLI #1795791, St. James Press License #17755, or public domain.   

Follow us on ... 



THE INVITATION                                                                                                                                      

Pastor:  Jesus said: I am the bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; you 

who believe in me shall never thirst. 

People:  In company with all who hunger for spiritual food, we come to this ta-

ble to know the risen Christ in the sharing of this life-giving bread. 

COMMUNION PRAYER                                                                                                                

Pastor: God be with you.                                                                                                                                                       

People:  And also with you.                                                                                                                             

Pastor: Lift up your hearts.                                                                                                                                       

People: We lift them to God.                                                                                                                            

Pastor: Let us give thanks to God Most High.                                                                                 

All:  It is right to give God our thanks and praise.  

Pastor: Eternal God, who has created the heavens and the 

earth, giving breath to every living thing, we thank you for all the gifts of creation and 

for the gift of life itself. We thank you for making us in your own image, for forgiving us 

when we act as if you have no claim on us, and for keeping us in your steadfast care.   

We rejoice in Jesus Christ, the only one eternally begotten by you, who was born of 

your servant Mary and shares the joys and sorrows of life as we know it.  We remem-

ber Christ’s death, we celebrate Christ’s resurrection, and, in the beloved community 

of your church, we await Christ’s return at the end of history. 

We take courage from the abiding presence of your Holy Spirit in our midst.  We offer 

you our praise for women and men of faith in every age who stand as witnesses to 

your love and justice. With all the prophets, martyrs, and saints, and all the company 

of heaven we glorify you: 

All:  Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your 

glory, O God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! 

Hosanna in the highest!. 

Pastor:  Merciful God, as sisters and brothers in faith, we recall anew these words 

and acts of Jesus Christ. Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, 

and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat: This is my body.”  Jesus 

took a cup and after giving thanks, gave it to the disciples and said: “Drink of it, all of 

you; for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the for-

giveness of sins.” We remember Christ’s promise not to drink of the fruit of the vine 

again until the heavenly banquet at the close of history, and we say boldly what we 

believe: 



All: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

Pastor: Come, Holy Spirit, come. Bless this bread, and bless this fruit of the vine.  

Bless all of us in our eating and drinking at this table that our eyes may be opened, 

and we may recognize the risen Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom 

Christ died.  AMEN 

BREAKING BREAD AND POURING WINE                                                                                    

Pastor:  Through the broken bread we participate in the body of Christ.                                                   

Through the cup of blessing, we participate in the new life Christ gives. 

RESURRECTION ACCLAMATION                                                                                       

Pastor:  Alleluia! Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one.                                                

People: I died, and behold I am alive for evermore.  Alleluia! 

SHARING THE ELEMENTS                                                                                                         

Pastor:  The gifts of God for the people of God.   

Pastor:  The Body of Christ, the living bread.   People:  AMEN 

Pastor:  The blood of Christ, the saving cup.  People:  AMEN 

Pastor: Come, for all things are ready.   

(Congregants are invited to come forward to receive of the Holy Elements) 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  Let us pray. 

ALL: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us at your table by 

granting us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our 

love for one another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, re-

joicing in the power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen 

*Book of Worship, United Church of Christ, Service of Word and Sacrament II 
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