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Flowers, Music and Bulletin sponsorships are a lovely
way to honor the memory, birthday or achievement of

your loved one.  To sign up, you can call or email the
church office.  618-233-3303 ~ swilhelm@stpaulucc.org

Cost is $35.00.
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Sunday, May 10, 2026 ~ 9am
6th Sunday of  Easter

WELCOME 

PRELUDE                                          Close to Thee
arr. Don Phillips

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
The Lord has been our refuge and our keeper.
It is God who has kept us from falling and saved our lives.
Let our thanks and praise resound throughout this place of  worship
Let our love and gratitude be shown in all that we do.
Open your hearts and spirits to God this day.
Lord, be with us and place your hand of healing in our lives. Amen

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Source of all creation, maker of the world, and everything in it, you are never far
from each one of us. We come into this space seeking you, O giver of life and
breath. Reveal yourself to us; dwell with us; abide in us. We live because of you.
We hope because of you. In the name of Jesus Christ in whom we live, and the
Spirit of Truth who abides in us, amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE
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OPENING HYMN
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RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
Give Me Jesus
arr. Mark Hayes

Tom Birkner, soloist

 *DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen
 
DEDICATION PRAYER
Gracious and generous God, we give you thanks for every good gift that comes from
your hand. Receive these offerings, given with gratitude. Dedicate us also, O God, not
only our resources, but our lives to your service. May all that we are and all that we
have be used for the building of  your kingdom and the sharing of  Christ’s love, hearts,
as signs of  our love, our trust, and our commitment to your work in the world.

*CLOSING HYMN             Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                        (see page 6)

COMMISSIONING + CHARGE + BENEDICTION
                                                                                                             
POSTLUDE                          Dialogue sur les Grands Jeux

by Louis-Nicolas Clérambault

CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord of mercy, there are so many times in our lives when we feel alone. We
wonder where you are. We cry out to you in our confusion, pain, and hurt. And
when you do not immediately grant the prayers of our cries, we begin to doubt
that you hear our petitions. Stop us from going down this path of self-
destruction. Help us look around and find the many ways in which you have
blessed our lives. Forgive us when we are so quick to doubt and so arrogant in
our demands of your responses. Give us a spirit of patience and willingness to
be ready to hear your voice. Strengthen us for the ministries of love and hope
that you have placed before us; for we ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Even in the midst of  doubt and darkness, the light of  God is shining in you, on you, and
through you. Out of  God’s great love, you have been redeemed and made whole.
Rejoice, beloved of  God. Amen!

ANTHEM                                 For the Beauty of  the Earth
by John Rutter

Sanctuary Choir
 
SCRIPTURES                    Acts 17:22-31 and John 14:15-21             Beverly  Brightwell             

SERMON                                                                                                        Craig Bielke
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
 Amen.

MISSION MOMENT                                                                     Archives, Roger Henke
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