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Sunday, May 17, 2026 ~ 9am
7th Sunday of  Easter - Ascension Day

WELCOME 

PRELUDE                                Chorale, from Der Psalter
by Heinrich Schütz

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Easter people, we remember the blessings God gives us - The blessings of
Resurrection, salvation, and new life in Christ. 
We come to praise God for the blessings of Easter.
We share in the blessings of  community - of  family and friends, of  church and home, of
help that is given and received.
We come to praise God for the blessings of community!
Easter people, we gather today to remember Christ’s ascension marking not the end
but the next chapter of  God’s saving work among us. 
We come to bless God with our praise as God continues to bless us with all that
we need to live as God’s resurrection people. Thanks be to God! Amen. 

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Lord of amazing visions, prepare our hearts and our spirits this day to receive
your glad tidings. Help make us ready to be your disciples in all that we do, say,
and think. For we ask this in the name of our beloved savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.  

PASSING THE PEACE



36

OPENING HYMN  
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 *DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen
 
DEDICATION PRAYER
God of  Grace and Glory, as the risen Christ ascended into heaven, the disciples stood
looking upward, reminded that your work in the world was not finished, but entrusted to
your people. Today, we offer these gifts as part of  that holy calling. Receive and bless
our offerings, and use them to continue Christ’s ministry of  compassion, justice, mercy,
and reconciliation in the world. Free us from fear and selfishness, and send us out with
courage and joy to be your witnesses in all we do. In the name of  Jesus, who reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN        Jesus Comes with Clouds Descending                    (see page 6)

COMMISSIONING + CHARGE + BENEDICTION
                                                                                                             
POSTLUDE                          Allein Gott in der Höh sei Ehr

(All Glory Be to God On High)
by Samuel Scheidt

CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
We come, O Lord, on this day of glory to confess our lack of trust. While we sing
of your lordship over all creation, we have too often acted as though you are
powerless in the face of today’s event. Help us to live with confidence in your
presence today and in hope for life with you forever. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION WORDS OF ASSURANCE
Although you have not stood on the mountaintop to see his ascension to God, yet
believe in the love and power of  Christ who taught you how to be faithful and joyful
disciples. Rejoice, and believe in him who came that you may have abundant life.
Amen.

ANTHEM                            All Hail the Power of  Jesus’ Name
arr. Kent Newbury
Sanctuary Choir

 
SCRIPTURES                      Acts 1:1-11 and Luke 24:44-53                           Lou Ryseff              

SERMON                                                                                                        Craig Bielke
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
 Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
At the Name of  Jesus, Every Knee Shall Bow

by Ralph Vaughan Williams
arr. Hugh S. Livingston, Jr.


	For Your Prayers
	Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz                The Ritter family, Tim, Sandy & Tim Jr. Lou Ann Niemann Mike Llamas, brother in law  of Mimi Llamas Al Stahl Audrey Krummrich Laura Sadler Alec Zaber Jane Bonaldi Ruth Klingel Synthia Kalinowski Cathy Blaies and family (Mike’s sister) Our Pastor Search Committee
	Please call the office for prayer requests.  618-233-3303

	Sunday, May 17, 2026 ~ 9am 7th Sunday of Easter - Ascension Day
	TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS Lay Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Craig Bielke Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dr. Tristan Frampton Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Cynthia Johnson Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lou Ryseff
	WELCOME
	*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION Lord of amazing visions, prepare our hearts and our spirits this day to receive your glad tidings. Help make us ready to be your disciples in all that we do, say, and think. For we ask this in the name of our beloved savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.

	PASSING THE PEACE

	Flowers, Music and Bulletin sponsorships are a lovely way to honor the memory, birthday or achievement of your loved one.  To sign up, you can call or email the church office.  618-233-3303 ~ swilhelm@stpaulucc.org Cost is $35.00.
	OPENING HYMN
	CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
	SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION WORDS OF ASSURANCE
	DEDICATION PRAYER
	COMMISSIONING + CHARGE + BENEDICTION


