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WELCOME 
  

PRELUDE                  Vater unser im Himmelreich (Our Father in Heaven)
by J.S. Bach

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: The Spirit of the “Heavenly Father” is present with us, this day. The Divine
Spirit moves around us and embraces us in a paternal hug.
People: We feel this holy embrace and feel safe in God’s care. We lean into the
immeasurable love of God and feel comforted.
Leader: Let us pray that God’s vision for our lives will be a guiding force, leading us on
the right path, now and always.
People: We want to please our God in all that we do and all that we say; we want
our Lord to be proud of the children of God.                                   
ALL: Paternal Spirit of our Lord Jesus Christ, feel our immense love and praise
for you in this sacred time that we have been given together. Amen

*INVOCATION                                                                                                                              
Spirit of the Living God, embrace us now, let us feel your love and care as we
open ourselves up in this time of worship. We trust you from the depths of our
hearts and souls. We believe the Lord will offer teachings that are right and true,
guiding us through the challenges that we face, keeping us strong in our faith.
Let it be so. Amen 

PASSING THE PEACE
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OPENING HYMN                  Sing Praise to the Father                        (see pages 5 & 6)

PRAYER FOR REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION
Pastor: Some of  us have been blessed to have parents that we can easily speak to
about anything, for other people, maybe not so much, but God is our Holy Parent whom
we can talk to about everything—joys and sorrows, even our sins. So, let us enter now
into sacred space with the One who loves us beyond measure. As I cannot put words
into your mouth in regard to what you need to say to God, I can only welcome you into
this sacred moment and then, afterward, I will offer the Words of  Grace.
Silent Confession and Reconciliation 
 
WORDS OF GRACE
Our God is a most forgiving God. Like a guiding parent, God can set us on the right
path, gently moving us away from sinful ways to more sacred ways. Lean in to the
presence of  our forgiving Lord, beloved of  God, and find renewed and refreshed spirits
within you. Amen

SPECIAL MUSIC                            Patriotic Medley
arr. Christine D. Anderson

Mary Lu Bretsch, handbells, Janie Bloomer, piano

 SCRIPTURES                                    Psalm 68:1-10                                     Lou Ryseff
                                                          Romans 6:1-11                                    Lou Ryseff

                                                         Matthew 10:24-32                        Rev. Joan H. Mier

SERMON                                         “Father in Heaven”                        Rev. Joan H. Mier
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
   Amen.

REFLECTION ON GIVING
God has given so much to us. Like a supportive parent, God has supplied us with all we
need.  Therefore, let our offerings be a gift of  love to the One who cares so deeply for
us.   Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
His Eye Is On the Sparrow

arr. Mark Hayes
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*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen
 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
We dedicate this offering to the “Heavenly Father” of our Lord Jesus Christ and
to the great works that are to be done in the Holy Son’s name. We pray that these
gifts will be divinely blessed and rightly used for the Spirit of Christian love to be
expressed to all the world.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.   Amen 
  

*CLOSING HYMN                         Faith of  Our Fathers                               (see page 7)

*COMMISSIONING                                                                                           
Go forth, beloved of  God, feel the divine embrace offered to you, this day, and be
willing to go out into the world and offer that divine embrace to others, especially to
those who do not feel they are worthy of  God’s love. Let it be so. Amen                                                                                           

*BENEDICTION 
May the Love of  God and the saving grace of  our Lord Jesus Christ be with you and
among you, helping you to be strengthened as you face the complexities of  life that can
rise up and attempt to shift you off  the sacred path to God. I pray that you feel the
amazing embrace of  the “Heavenly Father,” today and every day.   Amen.                                                                                                                       

POSTLUDE                                   Postlude in D Major
by Johann Diebold

continued, page 6
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