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WELCOME 
  
PRELUDE                                           Largo in E flat

by Alexandre Guilmant

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Leader: We gather as sisters and brothers of the Christian faith to worship the Son of
God, our Savior, Jesus Christ.
People: Jesus is our Savior but he is also our Brother, as together we are the
sons and daughters of the “Heavenly Father.”  We are one family.
Leader: As is true in any family, our Christian family has its ups and downs, its joys and
sorrows, but we work at keeping our family together.
People: As a Christian family, let our focus always be on Jesus; if we listen to
him, He will guide us toward a place of peace and comfort.
ALL: It will be our Brother Jesus who leads us home to dwell forever with our
“Heavenly Father.” Let us follow the path that he places before us, may it be so.
Amen

*INVOCATION                                                                                                                              
You share these words with us from Holy Scripture Lord Jesus, “For whoever
does the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” Thank
you for accepting us as your brothers and sisters in God’s family. Send your
Spirit to guide us in the right way that we are called to live and serve next to one
another, we pray, so that many blessings will be upon our Christian familial
relationships. May it be so in Jesus’ name.  Amen

PASSING THE PEACE

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Supply Pastor . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Joan Mier

Director of Music . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tristan Frampton
Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cynthia Johnson

Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Karen Keuss

Sunday, July 12, 2026 ~ 9am
7th Sunday after Pentecost
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OPENING HYMN (sing two times) 
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RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
Meditation

by Dom Gregory Murray

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
“Heavenly Father,” your sons and daughters come before you with love gifts to
be used for the benefit of the ministry of our Brother, Jesus. We pray that your
Spirit will guide us in the ways that these gifts can be used to help other brothers
and sisters most in need. Let it be so in Jesus’ name.    Amen 
 
*CLOSING HYMN               Blest Be the Tie That Binds                              (see page 6)

*COMMISSIONING 
Head out into the greater community beloved brothers and sisters, being proud of  the
Christian family that you belong to here at St. Paul’s UCC. Let others know of  the great
works that are done here in the name of  our divine Brother, Jesus Christ, and always
invite people to be part of  this Christian family.  For here is a place where we know that
Jesus recognizes us as brothers and sisters of  the “Heavenly Father.”  Amen 

*BENEDICTION 
You have been adopted into a holy family, being the sons and daughters of  the Most
High God. Recognize the blessings of  being accepted as a brother or sister of  Jesus,
and let his brotherly love embrace you this day and every day.  Amen

POSTLUDE                                       Postlude in C
by Adoph Friedrich Hesse

PRAYER FOR REFLECTION AND RECONCILIATION
Pastor: Some of  us are truly blessed to have brothers and sisters that we can talk to
about anything. However, for a number of  us, we do not have such a blessing in our
lives. Therefore, it is important to reach out and speak to our Brother, Jesus, the One
who listens with unconditional love and care for all sisters and brothers. Let us take
time to speak to our divine Brother now. As I cannot put words into your mouth in
regard to what you need to say to God, I can only welcome you into this sacred
moment and then, afterward, I will offer the Words of  Grace.

Silent Confession and Reconciliation 
 
WORDS OF GRACE
Jesus offers brotherly love and care for us, the children of  God. He loves us so dearly
that He is willing to forgive us of  our sins, when we sincerely repent of  them. Thanks be
to our precious Brother and Savior, Jesus Christ, for the grace that has been bestowed
upon us this day.  Amen

SPECIAL MUSIC              My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
arr. Cydney Olson Van Duker

Teresa and Stephen Schmidt, soloists

 SCRIPTURES                                  Genesis 25:19-34                                Karen Keuss
                                                           Isaiah 55:10-13                                  Karen Keuss
                                                      Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23                     Rev. Joan H. Mier

SERMON                                         “Familial Division”                          Rev. Joan H. Mier
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
   Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us this day our daily bread. 
   And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
   And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
   For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
   Amen.

REFLECTION ON GIVING
As the Christian family, we are called to work side-by-side for the good works offered in
Jesus’ name. We are also called to come together to bring our offerings in good faith,
for the benefit of  the great ministry that continues in the name of  our divine Brother,
Jesus Christ.   Amen. Archives invites you to see the new 

display for Assistant Pastor on the wooden bulletin board 
in the hallway to Heritage Hall. Hope you enjoy!
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