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For Your Prayers For Your Prayers 
Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz 

The Ritter family, Tim, Sandy & Tim Jr.
Lou Ann Niemann

Al Stahl
Laura Sadler
Alec Zaber

Jane Bonaldi
Paul Sutherland

Our Pastor Search Committee
Cathy Blaies and family (Mike’s sister)

Sylvia, sister of Luci Bradley
Rich Wilburn and his family, 

son-in-law of Stephenie Bauza
Staci Atwood, daughter 

of Judy Saeger
Stephen Agnew, son of

Carolyn Hazelip
Gay Eckert

Please call the office for prayer
requests.  618-233-3303



TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Lay Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Craig Bielke
Director of Music . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tristan Frampton
Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cynthia Johnson

Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Susan Relfe
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WELCOME 

PRELUDE                                            Chaconne
by Georg Phillipp Telemann

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Beloved, this is the core of  our faith: nothing can separate us from the love of  God in
Christ Jesus.
Thanks be to God!
God’s never-ending love surrounds us and calls us, assuring us that through God’s
love, all things will work together for God’s good purposes.
Thanks be to God!
God’s never-breaking love empowers us in the face of  temptation, distress, division,
and scarcity to hold onto our faith and work together for the flourishing of  all God’s
good creation.
Thanks be to God!
Come, let us worship God who is Love, trusting that through joy and sorrow, happiness
and despair, contentment and pain, Love will carry us through.
Thanks be to God who forms, connects, and guides us through Love. Amen.

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Lord, the hearts of all turn to you in hope, and you give them what they need.
May the time we spend together in your presence nourish our hearts and minds;
may it strengthen our relationship with you, and renew our commitment to live in
this world as your faithful disciples. For you alone are God, the source and
sustainer of life. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE

Sunday, July 26, 2026 ~ 9am
9th Sunday after Pentecost
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OPENING HYMN      

Continued



CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Diligent Lord, we confess that we have allowed a host of worries and frustrations
to crowd out your word for us. As you give us peace and your transforming love,
also forgive all those times when we have been less than faithful disciples.
Gently visit us again with your healing powers. Restore our hope and courage
and joy for all the times ahead. We ask this in the name of the Master Healer,
Jesus Christ. AMEN.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

SPECIAL MUSIC                               Praise to the Lord, the Almighty
(Lobe den Herren)

arr. Joel Raney
Janie Bloomer and Peggy Burke, pianists

SCRIPTURES                                              Genesis 25:15-28                                                Susan Relfe
Romans 8:26-39

 Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

SERMON                                                                                                                                     Craig Bielke
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
Adagio e Vivace

by Telemann

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen
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DEDICATION PRAYER
Steadfast God, you search our hearts and know our needs even when we
struggle to find the words. In your mercy, you strengthen us in our weakness and
bind us together in love that cannot be broken. As we bring these gifts today,
may they bear witness to your enduring promise: that nothing—not hardship, nor
fear, nor even death itself—can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus. Bless
these offerings, that they may bring hope to the weary, peace to the troubled, and
joy to the hearts of your people. Through Christ, our Redeemer and Companion,
we pray. Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN                       To God Be the Glory                         (see pages 6 & 7)

COMMISSIONING + CHARGE + BENEDICTION
                                                                                                             
POSTLUDE                       Herr Christ, der einig Gottes Sohn

(“Lord Christ, the Only Son of  God“)
by Telemann
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