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For Your Prayers For Your Prayers 
Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz 

The Ritter family, Tim, Sandy & Tim Jr.
Lou Ann Niemann

Al Stahl
Laura Sadler
Alec Zaber

Jane Bonaldi
Paul Sutherland

Our Pastor Search Committee
Cathy Blaies and family (Mike’s sister)

Sylvia, sister of Luci Bradley
Rich Wilburn and his family, 

son-in-law of Stephenie Bauza
Staci Atwood, daughter 

of Judy Saeger
Stephen Agnew, son of

Carolyn Hazelip
Gay Eckert

Mike Speinchinger
Larry Walton
Jennifer Wick, 

daughter of Stephenie Bauza
Dave Muskopf, close friend of

Tom & Kathy Birkner
Jane Peters, sister of Jerry Pierce

Please call the office for prayer requests.
618-233-3303



Sunday, August 16, 2026 ~ 9am
12th Sunday after Pentecost

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Lay Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Craig Bielke
Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tristan Frampton
Guest Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Lu Bretsch
Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mimi Llamas
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE                                       As It Is in Heaven
by Michael W. Smith
Bill Guthrie, soloist

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
We have gathered from our different places to worship here. 
How good it is to worship together!
We come from our different occupations and livelihoods.
How good it is to worship together!
We come as unique individuals, bound together in the love of  Christ. 
How good it is to worship together!

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Merciful God, we boldly pray to you, confident that you will not reject us. In spite
of our human failings, your love continues to draw us together. Be with us today,
as we rejoice in the power of your love, proclaim the good news of your grace,
and celebrate the unity we share in Christ. How good it is to be together! Amen. 
 
PASSING THE PEACE
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OPENING HYMN      
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CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Diligent Lord, we confess that we have allowed a host of worries and frustrations
to crowd out your word for us. As you give us peace and your transforming love,
also forgive all those times when we have been less than faithful disciples.
Gently visit us again with your healing powers. Restore our hope and courage
and joy for all the times ahead. We ask this in the name of the Master Healer,
Jesus Christ. AMEN.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION WORDS OF ASSURANCE

SPECIAL MUSIC                                 A Heavenly Celebration
arr. Mark Hayes

Bill Guthrie, soloist

SCRIPTURES                                              Genesis 45:1-15                                                Mimi Llamas
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

 Matthew 15:10-20, 21-28

SERMON                                                                                                                                     Craig Bielke
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
Joyful, Joyful

arr. Robert Hobby

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen

DEDICATION PRAYER
Gracious God, you pour your blessing upon your people. We thank you for the
gift of being together. Receive these offerings as signs of our desire to live
together in your love and to share your abundance with all your children. Let
what we give today flow outward in compassion and service, that our life
together may reflect your kingdom of peace, justice, and joy. Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN            Lord, I Want to Be a Christian                             (see page 6)

COMMISSIONING + CHARGE + BENEDICTION
                                                                                                             
POSTLUDE                            Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart

arr. Robert Hobby
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