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Rich Wilburn and his family, 
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Jennifer Wick, 

daughter of Stephenie Bauza
Dave Muskopf, close friend of

Tom & Kathy Birkner
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Sunday, August 23, 2026 ~ 9am
13th Sunday after Pentecost

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Lay Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Craig Bielke
Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tristan Frampton
Guest Organists/Pianists . . . . . . Lisa Cleveland & Lynda Marshall
Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . .   .   .   .   .   .  . . . . . . . . . . .  Stephenie Bauza
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE                             Come, Christians, Join to Sing 
Tune: Madrid

by Christian H. Bateman, arr. Mark Hayes

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
Our help is in the name of  the Lord, who made heaven and earth,
We belong to God. 
When we feel overwhelmed, 
God is on our side.
When we are afraid,
God will keep us safe. 
Our help is in the name of  the Lord, who made heaven and earth, 
Blessed be the Lord!

*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
We thank you, O Lord, that we are not alone. You watch over us, guide us, and
lead us in your righteous pathways. When we stumble and fall, you lift us up and
gently place us on that pathway again. When we doubt, you surround us with
your mercy and peace, reassuring us of your presence through the love of others
and of our savior Jesus Christ. Keep our hearts and minds open and ready to
serve you, for we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE

Coffee hour hosts needed!
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OPENING HYMN      
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CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Caring God, you call us to be the body of Christ. To live in community. To care for
one another. To use our different gifts. Instead of working to sustain community,
we follow our desires. Instead of trusting in your care, we think we can do it
alone. Forgive our neglect of others. Give us obedient spirits, that we may care
for one another, depend on your love, and use our gifts for your gospel. Amen. 

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION WORDS OF ASSURANCE

SPECIAL MUSIC                                       Just a Closer Walk
arr. Jack Schrader

St. Paul Women’s Ensemble

SCRIPTURES                                               Exodus 1:8-2:10                                        Stephenie Bauza
Romans 12:1-8

Matthew 16:13-20

SERMON                                                                                                                                     Craig Bielke
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
I Need Thee Every Hour 

by Robert Lowry, arr. Joel Raney

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen

DEDICATION PRAYER
Faithful God, you reveal true power not through fear or force, but through love
that gives life and builds community. You call us to know who we are because we
know whose we are. Receive these gifts as signs of our trust in your way of life
over the ways of death, of courage over control, of welcome over exclusion. Use
what we offer to strengthen your church as a living witness to your grace, that
through our sharing and serving, others may discover the identity of Christ and
the hope found in him. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN                Blest Be the Tie That Binds                             (see page 6)

COMMISSIONING + CHARGE + BENEDICTION
                                                                                                             
POSTLUDE                          Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 

Tune: Hymn to Joy
by Ludwig Van Beethoven, arr. Mark Hayes
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