
All St. Paul United Church of Christ services may be recorded
and/or streamed. Music is used with permission through

Onelicense.net License #A-715913, CCLI #1795791, St. James
Press License #17755, or public domain  This worship service is

live streamed and recorded.

“No matter who you are, 
No matter where you 
are on life’s journey, 

You are welcome here.”

For Your Prayers For Your Prayers 
Carol Hotz & Fred Hotz 

The Ritter family, Tim, Sandy & Tim Jr.
Lou Ann Niemann

Al Stahl
Laura Sadler
Alec Zaber

Jane Bonaldi
Paul Sutherland

Our Pastor Search Committee
Cathy Blaies and family (Mike’s sister)

Sylvia, sister of Luci Bradley
Rich Wilburn and his family, 

son-in-law of Stephenie Bauza
Stephen Agnew, son of

Carolyn Hazelip
Gay Eckert

Larry Walton
Jane Peters, sister of Jerry Pierce

Bette Ettling
The Gentry family
Wes Krummrich

Dorothy Maiworm
Daniel Holtzclaw, friend of the Birkners

Please call the office for prayer
requests.  618-233-3303
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TODAY!

TOMORROW!

Bring your friends!

Sunday, September 27, 2026 ~ 9am
18th Sunday after Pentecost

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Lay Leader . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Craig Bielke
Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tristan Frampton
Organist/Pianist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cynthia Johnson
Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Beverly Brightwell
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE                                            Jordan
From The Sacred Harp, 1844

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP
The apostle Paul calls us to “let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.”
What is the mind of  Jesus?
The mind of Jesus is to love God, neighbor, self, and all creation. 
Paul reminds us that “it is God who is at work in you.” 
How is God at work in us?
Through God’s grace we are able to love God, neighbor, self, and all creation. 
Paul exhorts us to “work on your own salvation with fear and trembling.”
How do we work on our own salvation?
We cooperate with grace to love God, neighbor, self, and all creation. 
Beloved, we gather to worship God who, through Jesus, shows us how to love and
enables us to love as Christ loves us. 
We gather to learn how to live in full accord through our love of God, neighbor,
self, and all creation. 
 
*UNISON PRAYER OF INVOCATION
Lord, who lifts us up, reside in our hearts today. Help us to listen closely for your
word to us. Remind us that you are always with us, throughout all of our lives.
Give us confidence in your presence, so that we may go into your world ready to
witness to your love through our works and our deeds, for we pray these things
in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

PASSING THE PEACE



Community Event!

Electronics Recycling Day!
St. Paul UCC - Belleville
November 14 - 9am-12pm

Community Event!

Electronics Recycling Day!
St. Paul UCC - Belleville
November 14 - 9am-12pm

115 W. B. Street, Belleville, IL 62220

microwaves, washers, dryers, humidifiers, fridges, freezers,

toasters, coffee machines, pots and pans, silverware, lawn

mowers, push mowers, AC units, leaf blowers, weed eaters, 

computers, printers, shredders, speaker systems, stereos, cell

phones, house phones, office phones, card readers, docking

stations, projectors, battery backups, 

wires, Xmas wire, car batteries, household item batteries 

TV recycling, flat LED TVs are no charge, tube TVs, plasmas,

projector DLP TVs are charge items .45 cents per pound in the

shop .50 cents per pound picked up.

computer recycling we do provide hard drive destruction

certificates when asked about 

all hard drives are destroyed as unloaded at the shop so your

data is destroyed and cannot be used in anyway. 
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OPENING HYMN      CLOSING HYMN      
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CALL TO AND UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Holy God, we know that in so many ways;
 We have run from you, 
 We have ignored your call, 
 We have disbelieved your mercy, 
 We have disregarded your words, 
 We have belittled ourselves, 
 We have forsaken others.
So we ask, once again, for your forgiveness. We ask you to stay with us as we
turn away from what is wrong and hurtful to what is bright and live giving. Amen.

SILENT PRAYERS OF CONFESSION
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

ANTHEM                                                   Guide My Feet, Lord
arr. John Carter
Sanctuary Choir

SCRIPTURES                                               Exodus 17:1-7                                          Beverly Brightwell
                                                                      Philippians 2:1-13 
                                                                      Matthew 21:23-32

SERMON                                                                                                                                     Craig Bielke

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come.
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen.

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
Creator of  the Stars of  Night
Tune: Conditor Alme Siderum

Setting by: Robert Lau
Creator of  the stars of  night, your people's everlasting light,

Jesu, Redeemer, save us all, and hear your servants when they call.

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen

DEDICATION PRAYER (UNISON)
Giving God, you meet us at the start of every day and invite us to take on the
mind of Christ. As we bring these gifts, set aside in us the need to win, to hoard,
to be first. Shape us instead for love, for shared work, for joy in serving side by
side. Use what we offer to build a community where sacrifice is natural, mercy is
instinctive, and hope rises in every heart. Keep forming us, not by force but by
grace, until our living begins to look like Jesus. We place our offerings, and
ourselves, in your hands. Amen. 

*CLOSING HYMN                Just a Closer Walk With Thee                         (see page 6)

COMMISSIONING + CHARGE + BENEDICTION
                                                                                                             
POSTLUDE                                 Triumphant Voluntary

by James Mansfield
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