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Sunday, October 25, 2026 ~ 9am
22nd Sunday after Pentecost

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Visiting Clergy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Rev. Jeremy Lopez

Director of Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Tristan Frampton
Organist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cynthia Johnson

Liturgist . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lou Ryseff
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WELCOME AND ANNOUCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                 Grand March, from Second Suite for Handbells
by Michael Helman

Glory Ringers

*CALL TO WORSHIP 
One: Love the Lord your God with all your heart.
All: We come to worship with love in our hearts.
One: Love your neighbor as yourself.
All: We come to worship ready to love one another.
One: Let us worship in the spirit of  love.
All: We worship with hearts full of love for God and our neighbors. Amen.

*PRAYER OF INVOCATION                                                                                                                              
Almighty and everlasting God, increase in us the gifts of faith, hope, and charity;
and, that we may obtain what you promise, make us love what you command;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE

Lord, We Hear Your Word, cont.
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OPENING HYMN CLOSING HYMN 

Continued on page 7
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM
Brom Snyder

QUESTIONS OF THE PARENTS AND GODPARENTS

Pastor:  Do you desire to have your child baptized in the name of Christ and into this
Christian community?
Parents: We do.

Pastor:  Faith is the gift of God to his people. In baptism the Lord is adding to our
number those whom he is calling. Do you promise to raise this child within the nurturing
environment of the Christian community and uphold him in his new life in Christ?
Parents:  With the help of God, we will.

Pastor:  Parents and godparents, the Church receives this child with joy. Today we are
trusting God for his growth in faith. Will you pray for him, draw him by your example into
the community of faith and walk with him in the way of Christ?
Parents: With the help of God, we will.

Pastor:  In baptism this child will begin his journey in faith. You speak for him today. Will
you care for him, and help him to take his place within the life and worship of Christ’s
Church? 
Parents:  With the help of God, we will.

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

Pastor:  Do you believe in God, the Source and fountain of life? 
All:  I believe in God. 

Pastor: Do you believe in Christ, the Servant, embodied in Jesus of Nazareth and in the
church? 
All: I believe in Christ. 

Pastor: Do you believe in the Spirit, the Guide and liberating wellspring of life? 
All: I believe in the Spirit.

BAPTISMAL PRAYER

RECEPTION
Joyfully we receive you into the body of Christ. Join with us as we give witness
in the world to the good news, for we are all one in Christ Jesus. Alleluia.
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ANTHEM                             A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
arr. Carl F. Mueller 
Sanctuary Choir

SCRIPTURES         Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18 and Matthew 22:34-46               Lou Ryseff
  
SERMON                               “Commanded to Love”                  The Rev. Jeremy Lopez

PASTORAL PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  And
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever.  Amen.

MISSION MOMENT                                                     Delegate to IL South Conference

REFLECTION ON GIVING

RECEIVING OF THE GIFTS AND OFFERTORY MUSIC 
Bellegro

by Jeffrey Honoré

*DOXOLOGY (Tune: Old Hundreth)
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ in whom God’s grace we know
Praise Spirit, with us evermore
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen
 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION (Unison)
God, as we offer these gifts, may they be a reflection of our love for You and our
commitment to loving our neighbors as ourselves. Bless these offerings, and
may they be used to spread love, compassion, and justice in our community and
beyond. Amen.

*CLOSING HYMN                 Lord, We Hear Your Word                      (see pages 6 & 7)

*COMMISSIONING 

*BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE                           Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott
setting by Samuel Scheidt
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